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Madam, | 
He two following Sermons, here humbly preſented 
into your hands, may have leave to beg, if net. 
tend, a Titletoyour Patronage, The firſb.bawing been 
' * - made ina.good meaſure, long fince, upon occaſion 
-of the death of that excellent perſon Sir Roges Townſhend 
Baronet, yorr Uncle; and now ade ſeaſonable , by the late 
loſie of your dear Husband, that worthy and nobly deſcen- 
ded Gentleman tdfFane, 4s alſo of your dear Father Mr 
_ Cartwright, @ great loſs both to his Family and Conn- 
- :trey3 your Husband deceaſing in the morning , and your 
Father about the Noon of his age. The ſecond Sermon, may 
plead for your acceptance alſo, upon this accompt, thet it 
| 4s not Jo Foe preached at Ayno, _ the Anniver- 
ſary for the Foundation of the Free-ſchool there by your 


| 


Grandmother and God-mother, Mrs Mary Cartwright , 
late Lady of that Manour :&Madam, fhould 1 be cenſured 
tor this Addreffe to [you , your birth at Soulderne wher 
| FT was Miniſter there , my Obligations to your Husbands 
1Family , as alſo to your Father, Mother , and Grand- 
Father Cartwright , with other of your Relations ſhall 

be my Apolog z. | 


A 2 | &8 
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So with my hearty prayers to God for you, that you may | 
go an in the good weyr of your educetions,” and "that ” 4 
"though you are left Husbandleſs, Fatherleſe , and: Mo+ 
" #herleſs, yet that neither you , nor. yours, may ever be 
f2 Friendleſs, helpleſs, or comfortleſs, but that he would - 
aſe tobe « comforter, « Friend, a Father, a Husband 

to Jon, and that you may be the bleſſed of the Lord, and 
your off-ſpringwith you, I humbly take leave and remain , 


= 


Madam, 


-Fune, 27th. =. Torr very bumble ſervant: 
£676... , | | ; : 


Concerning the 


Vanity of man, even athis. beſt eſtate: 

oat Pſalm 39. F. 
Perily , every man, 4 
aitie, Selah. 


| 


or draughtsof the Countries 


bout them Maps 


t bis beſt eſtate, is altegether Va+- 


* "Ix ©) Is uſual and vſeſul;-for; Travellers to carry a- 


{through which they travel. We are all pilgrims - 


ERS and ffrengers here ( but travellers ) as all our fa- - 
[2 thers were -. For as they were, ſoare we in this + 


GT | this P/alm, to carry; along with you.in- your 


little map of thee 


$ world. Let\me therefore commend.unto you - 


=="... boſomes, to -have often in your eyes 4 It is +a 
fler world, man; and, of the greater 'world, . 
what it is or can be to man. :'Tisatrue perfect map,: drawn and - 


4 


- coloured by the pen of the Royalprophet Devid, as his hand was - 


_ held and guided by the Holy: Ghoſt-: 'Tis:poſſible that it. may 


(and my -prayer-isthat.itmight:) prove of fingularuſe and benefit - 
tous in this world 5 that weloie aot our: way,.that we l6ſe-not 


ovr ſelves, in this forrein countrey-.: 
The text, 'tis the marrow an4 quinte 


Tence, 'tis the great leſ- 


ſon ofthis Pſalm, 'tis the ſumof ti whole book of Eccleſiaſtes ; - 


© 'Tis Davids ſenſeaud p16rhelic of Solowatscxp! | 
Fathers, the Ring-Prophers rext, upon witichthe ſon, the. King= 


rience; Tis the -. 


"Preacher Solomon made »f;or wards that Sermnonor Comment, that - 


excellent: 


<2 


-_ 


a” 


” "The Vanitic of man | 


e-exc>|lent piece, the book of Eccleſiaſtes. Here's magnum in pervs, 
.muchina little, a deſcription of two Word!s in two or three Werds; 

-yea., here's the univerſe, A7 , avit were in Nothing , all briefly 

- comprehended in this one word Yanitie. 


'Tis thought, it was Ab/olows conſpiracy that occaſiuned Da- 


; vids penning this Pſalm.+.David, before this, ( when the houſe of 
Saul was laydin the duſt )thought, that ſurely his Mountain was 


ſo ſtrong that it cauld never be moved, but behold on a ſuddain, 
a viper im his own boſome, an. Abſalom, thar ſecks the death of 


© him, that gave himlife : and after he had driven his father from 


his Royall palace and City , conſults to aſſemble together all 7/- 


.rael, to whatſoever place or City whereſoever they could $:de 


him , evento bring ropes to that City and todraw 16 intothe ri- 
ver untill there ſhuull nor be ofneſmal ftone found there. 2. Sam. 


17.12,13. 
And, now, the ſweet ſinger of 1ſree! changes his tune to this 


\ſad note in the text, Yerily every man, at his moſt fixed ( or ſctled;) 
. eſtate 5 altogerber F anity, Selab. | | 


And, although we ſhould ſuppoſe or grant , Bs fame do,. that 
the prophet David uttered theſe words out of his.impaticnce, yet 
the words, for theyaatter of thera, hold: forth the ſame truth with 


many other Scriprares, fee Fob;14.-2. and 16. 22. and 34.20. Ec- 
. cles.g. 12. 1, Corendb.'7. 29, 31. Pal. 8g. 48.:and Pf4.90 10, and 


eſpecnlly the 11th verſe of this Palm; where. the ſame prophet- 


repeats the ſame thing for fubſtance, that he doth here , ſaying a- 


gain, Surely every man 4spaniy.,' Slab, -- 


And, if Kings and- Princes and great gallinjs'of the world , 


-ſhould reply-to the prophet fome what like that of Feftns to the 


Apoſtle Paul, As. 26.24. 25. David, thou art beſide thy ſelf. 


much affiftion hag made. thee mad : the Prophet might-retura, in 


aff 
AG me Apoſtle there did, 4am ret: mad. woſh, nohle | 
;Prindes, but ſpeuk forth the wands of 1r#th and ſobirnefls + Surely 
Muni vanity: | Haw is Emoſfu, or Abd, x Ahel, Enoſn, Bamni 


- refit namiesifor every fonof flor : Every nies i2 vanity: high 


and low together, Greck and Barbocian, wife and yawits, bond 


- nd free. © - 


© Futther, oxvep manic acduprolar vanigy, Eaary, eaen,., or pll 
compendium of mhe 


"ha; isManiry; Manwas a made and: cs 
"wokdsoroation; /inirpafeatiorandbony'; fo he is Dow $90, 
: 'of it tits 0r+uprien and vaniry; Cum wwalins., (ith out, fubja- 


2::33F'3 Cot 


at his befF eſtate. 
ca mutationt, corraptioni : cum animaty, alterationi, mortt : cuty © 
emtientibus, letitiz, marors : cum Angelu, mconſtantie,.&c.i. e., 
| Man, like the inanimate creatures, or thoſe creatures which are 

| without life, is ſubject to change, and corruption z like animate 

1 or living creatures, he is ſubject to alteration, and death : like 
ſenſitive creatures, he is ſubject to joy, and ſorrow ; and !i;e 
the Angels , (namely thoſe that left their farſt ſtation, ) he is ſub- 
ject to inconſtancy, and folly.. ; | 
Laſtly, every-man'at hu beft eftate, at his moſt fixed, moſt ſet- 

| led eſtate , when living, when moſt lively, luſty, healihy, rich, 
honourable, when moſt happy, parmanent, (: for the Hebrew” 
51 is very diverlly rendred by tranſlators ) even, then, is he al- 

# - together vanity; omniex parte, op \quoad omnid ,; Or, modis. omni- 
bus, vaniſſinns eſt, as ſome interpret. ' Mens lives are uncertain, 
their aflictionsare unſatiable and-diforderly i their .enjoyments 
tranſitory . their beauty, theirgreatneſs,. and: glory, all ſading 
and periſhing : ſo vain-athing is man, .Qh thathe would cenſider 


it, Selah. & jy 
I ſhalb take my riſe from theſe. words toiſhew you. 
7; The creatures vanity, and,  : : 3 2? $6 35/30 


' 2 The Lord of the creatures vanity :- to fhew! you your own: - 
faces, -your own-hearts;, your all, in a: true glafſe; only have _ 
patience awhile tobehold'; come and-ſce.;. and 'then,. oh then, 
|  gonotawayand forget not- preſently what manner, of men and 
 women/ye Were. 214 2907-15 ven Bots ,v 31 
7 —— of this text 1lay: upon-my (elf. no; other burden 
then theſe neceflar y-things. | 1 
_ To thew you, what is, - or-may be implord uader this word 
aniy. DRE : h oa legit OT SENT 
2; Toprove y that every mer altogetber Vanity, 7 | F 
} *2%3, Todiſcorerthe Otiginaladd fornde;onob this floud of vanj- - 
| ty; \whichovcrflows the:whole.werld 1, and-from;which. nox, ſo 
much azeightiperfons, nay hooneperfondince the.fall,. was ever © 
| favedcimamelythe cauſe of this yanity-uponnll fleſh, | - | 
| © '4. Topropommdandpoint'ovtto you the way and means-of be- - 
| delivered outof this vanity yi whetein mankigde is-involved + 
| rhe I YAs\Y 5+ ok nf 08 R186! mint Þ 297 Hw 
| F 20-03 SIA A 


0 Ox 5 v0! tt, Y \ $ by add # Fo : : FO»: | 
Firſt, of thefirſty what:is\ ot may: þe'implyed in the-word F- - 
1.4 « 
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The Vanity of man 
 *ri, A thingis ſaid fo be vainorvanity,, which hath but 'a little 
bring j-or which hath nor lopg a being - $371 the word for vanity, 
is uſed'to ſignifie-a vapour; 'and ſo that in Eccleſizſtes is by fome 
'tranſlated,” (inſtead of Vanitas Yanitatum, omnia vanitas, ) vapor 

vaporum onna vapor : and what # our life , ſaith the Apoitle 

James, cha.g. 14. It s even avapeyr, which appearceth for alittle 

rime, ſoon vaniſheth away. Our beingis but a borrowed , a de- 

pendent being ; and we are but of ſborr. continuance here in this 
world. The light of ovr lives; at beſt, is like the light of the 

Moon ,! a borrowed light; or like the light, or: blaze of a fiery 

meteor fading and vaniſhing,” which.is ſoon out or extinct. And 

this 'worthleſneſsand great uncertainty., or fleeting and vaniſh- 
-mpg eſtate'of man-in'this -world>, ,may: ſeem to be particularly 
ajimedarby rhe Prophertzn this P/a/m;: and this place. | 
''2;/"'Avbing'itiay be ſaid robevain, -or vanity whichis: empty of 
v6id.” And ere empiiue ſs ignotoppoſed barely to extity and ful-: 
neſs,” but to folidity and ſatisfattion ; we: ſay a veſſel is empty, 
although it be full of air ; a bladder , blown full of wind, may'be 
ſaid to be empty antvain:;; ſuctva;vatity ts man (fmcethe fall by 
ſin, and before ke is raiſed again bygrace, he isan-empty'veſlel, 
void of any fold far8fying goed: heis an carthen{Pirgber,andan 
empty Pitther :''(inderd, once, he hada lampanhis pitcher;; ,) be. 
is a bladder, blown futLof winde; full of vain conceits and. ima- 
ginations ; and ſo'the more fall; the moce empty,:. and the more 

"vanity, And as for mans life here, itis full of trouble;\ void. of 

way fatixfationandfappineBs inout moſtflouriſhing,” and infour . 

belt eſtate. _ ,B*:7 02%: 6» on 

$.' Athing may befaid vain, which is unprofitable, and/which 
isnotablero help : of little or no value , or weight ; that's light 
© uponthe ballance';/iphtrr* then vanity. is the uſual .Scripture- 

: pre: & &uly eoevery foh of nian in his beſt eftate may -be 

ai®? as to BUM har, Mee Mene:Tehgl;-+Thou art weig bed, 
Zid fouhded#light > Thowart but:as the duſtof the; baljance ;com- 
porn with - make anU'maker; :and thonart to:himan unprofi- 
"able fervanewhenthou haſt done-thy beſt c :yea thou art 'a bro- 
Ken-Raff, x vainthing ao berruſted.unto;. Hear what: this \.Pro- 
phet David ſaith to this purpoſe, 7 ſal. 62. 9. Surelymes)/ qflew 
degree are vanity , and men of oh degree are alye : to be laid in 
the batſanee; Ne vigeidlod other bybeer tics vanity. "of 


© at 7 11. The 


at bs beFFeftate; © 
"= IT. | 
The ſecond thing 19 es to beſhewed is, that every man” 
is van't7. And here | ſhall endeavour the diſcovery of this vanity 
four ways, | FR grins 

1. I ſhall ſhew that man is vanity ſimply and abſolutely conſi- 
dered; without compariſon, without relations: M 

2. That man-is vanity if-he be compared with his maker ; his 
age isnothing unto Gqd, - his being is nothing ; laid in the bat 
tance, he is altogether lighter then vanity. 

3ly. That manis vanity conſidered relatively 5 or, that there is 
vanity in all relations betwixt man and man. | 

4ly. That man is vanity cauſally ; thatis, that he is" the cauſe 
of the vanity in the inferiour creatures ; the cauſe wherefore- the 
creature is made ſubjec?} unto vanity-/ intend to infilt more large- 
ly upon the firit of theſe,and to touch more lightly upon the three 
latter, | on 

1. If we conſider man ſimply and abſolutely; he is a' maſſe of 
vanity,ſince the fall : his E fe,his Operars,his Poſſidere,are all vani- 
ty: man, ſay, in what he #, what he dotb, what he hath 7 rsva- 
nity, or temper'd and mixed with vanity ; And of thefe-in order. 

\.1, There is abundance of vanity-in what he is ; both in the 'fa- 
culties of kis ſoul, and alfo in the'perfetions of his body. = 

1. 7 ſhall begin-with the faculties of his ſoul, and therein, - © 

1. With the #nderſtanding. - + 32s | 92 

I, There is vanity of vanity, - or emprtineſſe ; a great want of 
knowledge, inthe knowing partof man. 7n the underſtanding of 
man, little underſtanding of G od; #4 Greece , ye know; the eye 
of the world, and ia Athensthe eye of Gieece , there:'wasan -4 
tar to the unknown God; and if the eye*of the ſout beidarkne ts, 
how great muſt needs the darkneſſe of-rhe ſoul be; * And there'is 
not only emptinefle of the knowledge of God, apd-divine Myſte- 
ries, but likewiſe there's much ignorance of Natures ſecrets : 
The worlds grandees for wiſdome are:but ljke bats and moles, 
very blinde to the diſcerning the mylteries of nature. - 

2. Again, there is in mans underitanding, the vanity of Muta- 
bility and 5nconftancy : the ſame undceritanding gives a different 
light at diverſe times; It's like a glaſſe that repreſents things di- 
verſly, or contrarily, at ſeveral times, we judge of things vark- 
oully in health, andin fickneſſe; in proſperity , and adverhity: ; 
in life, and when we arc ready todye; before and after we have 
enjoyed them, B 3. There's 


- 


The V anmitieof man 
3. There's the vanity of vanity in the underſtanding , 5. e..w 
. knowl of vain things\more then -of-thoſe which' can profir 


us: mendrive.4.greattrade of vanity. z their heads are vfually 
Sells fullof S : 


like ſome pedlars toys and trifles and vanities, Our 
underitandings.. before weare again cnlightned from above, are 
buficd about ſmaller matters, are tithing mint and cummin - but 
the great thingsof the law-are accounted itrange things, are ſtran- 
gers, arenotknown there. 

2. There is vanityin the will. 

I. {t wills foliſbly,, -it wills things not good, notconvenient : 
_nſtead of a fiſha ſtone, inficad of bread a ſcorpion, poyſon in- 
Read of food and Ph If Ged will undoa man quickly, he 
tets.him undo himſelf, lets him have his own will. 

2. Again, the will wills ineffe&«ally. It-wills many things con- 

ary tothe divine will,. and fo wills invain;. wills and cannot 
"obtain, 
- , 3; Further, it willsand wills.not: it wills mutably ;: and. that 
1s its vanity and infirraity:: Weare like menin a feaver, or like 
' little children; now we will haye one thing and anon another 3. 
we are not ſatisfied ; we will we know not what. Our vain wills 
arc blown about witlevery blaſt of vanity-:. Yet laſtly, the will 
ofttimes/wills wilfully: , impetuoully, violently: 'tis almoſt a 
ways in-motion., thougha kinde. of palſcy-motion- which pro- 
from its infirmity andvanity. 
3. There's vanity in the aff ef#5on5. 
I, They are always buſyed, and yet alway idle; like chit 
eren., playing in the. market-place of the: world, when they 

Id be-labouring in Gods vineyard :. like 4 artha , troubled 

ut many things, but one-thing 15. neceflary Our affections had 

eather, like the Tſracktres, be ſcaticred ali up and down the 
Agprof ihe world, 'to gather iiraw and ſtubble , ro make brick 
to build Cities for the great Pharach, tie devil, then to foll 


eHoſjes or Feſas,. towards the heavenly Canaan. 
Again 2. Thereis in our affections the vanity of motability, 

they are conſtatt only in jncon'tancy. - 
4ly, There's vanity in» the memory ; our memories, Tike the 
ſiream,, carry down with them-light matters, 'but lets gold and 
filver, and the more precious things ſink to: the bottom ; © tis a 
fieve of vanity, itlets go the go04.corn; andretains the droſs and 
chaif of vanity z 'tisa crack'dicitiern which lets out pure voy 
| watet, 


CuRIT-. 


NO odd Let 


| words are winde, and ſometimes, like.breath from corry 


x 


a kicbeſtefpare. _ | 
water, and retains only mud and dirt. NTT EEE 

5. Laſtly, there's vanity in the 7mmegrner ion : the is the 
Arch limner of vain ſhaddows, and diſquiets it ſelf in vain.- this 
isthe houſe and ſhop of vanity ,, liere dwells, and here works 
vanity-night and day z, here many chambers of imagery worſe 
and worſe, are in every, mans fancy, before regeneration; 

2. And then as there is vanity in the powers of. the minde, fo 
in the perfeCtions of the body : bodily health, ſtrength, agility 
are not free from vanity - they. are vaniſhing , periſhing things ; 
ſoofi gone, of ſhort.continuance : God puts no truſt in the legs 
of a man, neither inthe ſtrength-nor ſwiftneſle of any man ;. ſo; let 
not us lean too much.ypon thefe-pillars;. theſe ttrong men. ſhall 
one day bow themſelves, neither ſhall any. man reſcue bjmſelf 
orhis brother , fromthe arreſt of death: : "tis worth our takin 
notice of,. that which is.obſerved by learned Mr: Hede in his 
Diatriba.upon Prov.,21..16. that Hell is ſet out to. us,,.in the 
Old Teſtament , by this expreſſion, the place of the Gyanes., ... 

Andas for our health , ( ſet afide innumerable caſualtics.and 
the principle of mortality within,).ihath 300 enemies , viz. 10: 
many diſeaſes, to encounter it ;. and our liableneſſe to be ſpoyled - 
by theſe is part of our yanity.. And thus much for the vanity 0 
man in what he is, the vanity of his nature, + dl 

2. As man is vain in his nature,, ( in the faculties of his, ſoul, 
and perfeCions of his bod Y'; .) ſo. likewiſe in his operations........ 

1; In bis thoughts, thoſe inward works of the foul ;, the ſoul 
isa mint, and an Exchange.of vain” thoughts. Mans: heart. in. 
thinking , runs like a ſwift Dromedary up and down the world, 
and ſavuffeth, up the, winde, vanzry, every: where :,oh what a 
ſtorchouſe of fooliſh, deceitful , ſinful, and fo.of vain thoughts, 
is every one of our hearts ! Ob, how long, how-long ſhall vain 


thonghrs he minded by us, .be lodged in us, be hid within. us, 
and the precious thoughts of Gad, , and Jeſus Chriſt, ſtand with- 


out and have not where to-lay their heads! . | 
2, There's vanity in mens words, and- communications : mens 


t 
they are rotzeh,, putrid, unſavaury words: ayir mouhLrars 1 
openSepyl Wh whichlends fort a ſtinking fayour,- we- may 
ſay tg every natura} man, of his words, chou/ayeff, bye they are 
but v4awn words, vain becapſe uſcleſſe ; not its xeaxy ,. not f0, we 
becauſg not for cdification: they are idle words, unprofitable 
hes B 2 words, 


ES Ie. 
$3 4" 


The Favig of man 
words, 3 » & Ghuale, not rw words. Gods word is Lncere 
E--- ro able for nouriſhment: matis words are like foam and 

Falh and unprofitable, for the moſt part ; and ſometimes, 
we ſpir ouraur venoaiein one anorhees faces whillt wetalk rogee - 


TE. 
."The e16:ong an whilſt in his natural condition are 


— . His yatural aCtions, his.cating, drinking, ſleep ng, &c. 


ates AN ent, done wil the { gory. of God, His moral 


count: EIN the fore Fri i reſgion nf wor ip foul ve peeds be 
nt vor ” hatorat ih | 
RE does peel ky og be dla the wind, Fay iS 


ore 3 Ne i; Th 
itch Conicerainls the eh mansnature, ind the. 
RS or Sperauions,, is vanity in, what he'is and 
t he does.” ©. 
© 3. Laſtly, there.i$'a vanity. alſo in what-a, than hath ; the. 
ods of this My he hath in ho offeſigh ae. Alfo vanity Y- 
r 


he'Heathens £405th call SS Pe's 209! thi fine. fore 
Pita, 0 ney ag em (obj ww change 
and Parity ; or iek 56G as att; tlp at Yown *; : here dio, 


a ſoon aſſed away ind moment; inthe > bt of 2 eye. 


nours, eaſures,' xtFare vanity ,* great laces reat 
ple elicioUS Fare; MO erat of a'ldn T2 ww Jants, 
fe van >" Ro Eh 
YI Theſe are va things (+7 Ks fit off J "oe 
5 ey: Folk to'be  ioki e&'by® Rd | Riches, are h6rns, 
"Wiychare Sr pr tearing ings? "they. tear off the Heece, 
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Inſtead of affording ſhelter, many times; and not only the fleece; 


but skin and fleſh; and ovr very hearts are rent and torn away 
after,them.  . io 4% | ve | 
2, Honours, and great places, £6. they arc -yanity 3 theſe 
things are winde, apt to make men thathave them to ſwell above 
their meaſure : hence ſo many quarrels ſor elbow-room is the 
world: the narrow way to heaven is not-broad-enough for many 
great ones z they muſt be allowed a greater latitude: and the 
great places many have , are-not great enough for-their- ſpirits ; 
and this is vanity. | | 
. 3. Andas for pleafures, theyare vain things which periſh in- 
the uſing ; ſhort ſweets, and oft, bitter ſweets : all pleaſures 
are but vanity, and ſinful pleaſures are, orone day will prove, 
vexation-of ſpirit :- Momentaneum eft quod delifiat, aternum | 
cruciat, What a hell isit to think-, - that amomentihath ſwallow- 
ed up that pleaſurewhich can never-return, and #f not, prevented: 
of in time, will incvitably-bringeternal damnation. | | 
-4. All theſe outward good things are vain, there isno 'ſatisfy- 
ing good in them;;- happineſſe isnot tobe found+ in theſe enjoy- 
ments. - Cana matt gather grapes of rborny , -or figs of thiſtles 2 no. 
more can we gather happineſſe from-the creatyres. Theſe whiltt 
enjoycd,are not the ſouls good things. He was a foolthat thought 
ſo: andthis ſaying was his folly ; and whereever” the*Goſpet 
ſhall be preached, this his vanity andfolly ſhall be remembred, 
Luke. 12. the ſoul cannot thriveon.theſe husks ; not onthe winde, 
like Ephraim; or on the air ,like the Chamelion, The heart of the 
wicked-which feeds on winde or air, is little worth. .It waswett 


faid by a Reverend Divine, that theſe things, they are but half- Dr. Wh; 


roviſion, proviſion ( namely) for the-b6dy only , and that but 
br this ſtate, for this life, after-wards the body will have' ns 
vſe of them. | 
5- Again, theſe thingsthey-are for uſe rather then emoyment, 
even:whilit we have them;3 «nd the time of our uſing them-is but, 
ſhort, the rome 44 but ſhore, ſaith the Scriptures : God that wheels 
about the heavens, and ſpins out time for thee, (as is exceMently 
expreſſed by areverend Author , ere long will cut the thread cf 
thy time ,-the thred of thy life (which is, for the moſt pary ſpun 
out inathredof vanity) and art laſt will ſet fire on, and byrn the 
wheel it ſelf, yea, time ſhall be no more, And therefore as our ' 
life1n relation to its-comforts, is vanity, ſoin reſpect of its con- 
ws; tjnuance. 
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Wy lhood and youth arc verity. and old-age often proves wexar 
 Fion of ſpirit, Es. - | 
- dnd.thuxwe pig ST how vaina thing is wan 
abſolutely, confidered , inwhat he is, (his nature, the facuhkics 
of bis ſov},- and the perfecions of his body; ) is what he dveb, in 
what he barh,. or.can-baye ofthis-world, ſo vain @ thing is man 
2. Wearetoc OWngtne next pace comparatively, With 
ﬀW -. his maker.; aud ſo the whole maſſe and lump - man- 
bogs they. are lighter -then, vanity , and leſſe then nothing, 
3. Nor.canthe ſons.of men combine together, by their relati- 
nk to.ſecure themſelves from. vanity, Let them: joyn; hand in 
hand to build. a/Fower. to reach tothe 8kys, to keep themſelves 
frombeing overfiown with thedeluge: of vanity ; alas! this their 
attemptand fancy. would prove a-vanity of vanities; there's 8 
vanity-in.being alone, - and there's a vanity in-company,, ſince ſin 
came there :; there's diviGon now 19 our greateſt union. | 
Fhe relation betwixt friends, hath this vanity. of: attending ity 
men will-loyc, -ranquam aliqgnando oſuri-: and the hatred wherg- 
with they- will - hate afcerwards., ſhall: be greater then the love 
where with they. loyed us. | | | 
\ In relation 'twixt manand wife , there's vanity ; and, often- 
times, vexationof ſpirit, Yea, in the ſociety and communion 
of Saints, whilſt they are' tm the body, there are diſguſts and 


differences; .in judgment firſt, and then'in affection : the ſociety 


of the Saints, I acknowledge, is New Feruſalem, come down from 
heaven; Yet not alway a city > Uanity within it ſelf is the beſt of 
all ſocieties z- yet. vanity will attend Saints, where-ever they go, 
till they are uncloathed of theſe bedyes ;- whilſt they are in the 
body , - vanity as aſhadaw; waits on them. | 

4. As man is vanity both confidercd-abſolntely, in himſelf, 
and c@mparatively to his maker, and alſo relatively conſidered in 


bis ſeveratiations., fo is he all vanity cauſally, that is, he is 


the cauſe or ground of that vanity , which is ſeen in the inferiour 
creatures; According to-that Ger. 3. 17, 18. Curſed i the earth 
forthyi ſake, &c. Thoyns-and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth: to, thee, 
Ge. Andthe like is implyed,  Row.8, Ig, 20, 21, 22. But of this 
L ſhall ſay no more in this place, becauſe I baye further occaſion 

| \ to 


tis-4-vapour, «bubble, A, ſhadow, a tale,n deeain, 
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Within and without , vanity of -vanitees, all-4s wan 
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tv fay-more of it in the third\'General. | a 
And thus having ſ> far explained che wain arnrof the- text; fot 

further proof and amplificarron of the vaniry in'man , and' the 
— vanity-onto man, take burtheſe' 3. following De mon» 
{trations. | ; | 
' 1. Take the Judgement of God himfelf , Efai. 4v. 19. Hears - 
what he ſaith there bf all nations , «ll nations before bin art' as no-- 
thing , and they are counted to bimlefis then nothing ,, and vanity; 

ea, the choiceſt picces of the nations are no better, vw. 23, 
bringeth the princes 40 nothing , be 'makgth the Fudges of the earth 
<> vanity: andeb. 41 v.29. Febold they are all vanity, their works 
are nothing ,. and ſo are their thoughts, Pſat. 94. 11. v. The: Lord 


| krroweth che thoughts of man, that they are vanity. 


2. Take the Judgment of good men, great men, and Prophets; . 
and wiſe men.z of David, and S:lowon,: we have. the prophet 
Davids eſtimate, the man after Gods own heart in the text ; and 
again, v.11. of this Pſalm ; and a third time, Pſalm. 62; g. 
wen of low degree are vanity, and men:of high degree ure aye 


{ they are lighter then vanity. And as for Solomon, he is-a witnefle 


beyond al exception, -one that had-power,.and wealth,. :and- 
wit, and-will, to extraG the beſt ſpirits and the quintefſence 


| -of all the good things in this world ; and did aQtually make ex-- 


periment of all; witneſfle his Zccleſcaſtes : and laſtly,. he weighed- 


| -all in Gods ballance,. tried all by. Gods-ftandard, hath Gods - 
| Probatum eft to his tryal, andthe HolyGhoſts Znprimermr-to his - 


Þook; the ſum of all which is briefly comprebended in this ſay- - 
ing » vanity of vanities. ſaith the Preacher, allu vanity anilvex- 
ation'of ſpirit, Ring Solomon was the great critick-Alchymiſt .of - 
the world, who ſpent many years to diftil the world, but'could - 
not extract a drop. of 6 ar out of it, but ſeas of -vanity,.. 
boundleſſe and borromleſſe, wherein he had been drowned; thad-. | 
not Jefus Chrit lent him his hand, had not he walked on tais- 
_ and-trod-under foot al theſe vanities,. and come to Jeſus:-his-- 
-D4VIOUT. ; 

3. Study your own experiences, reade over the'book of your. 
tives, that book of four leaves, childhood, youth , manhoad, . 
old age ;(if you have lived ſo long Y-and- you'l finde . written - 
- LOU: >| 
runand reade it , if God give you grace to open the book. and + 
look thereon, But.if ye ſhould altogether refuſe to reade now,al-- 


The Vanityof naw 
though it might ſave your lives, yea, the life of your ſouls, yeti 
know there are three days, wherein this truth will ftare you in 
the face , andwill be like the hand-writing on the wall to Bet- 
ſhazTar ; the former two days aredark days , days of darkneſs. ! 
and gloomineſſe , ſpoken of by Foel, ch. 2. and by Selonon Eccles. | 
1:2. the day of difireff: and miſery, and the d.yo; death; and 'you'l") 
reade that inthe dark-, probably, which in the ſun-ſhine of proſ- ! 
perity you could not, or would not do; and this is your vanity : 
the third and lait day is a day of thunder and lightning, the great 
day of Judgement, and then, if you were blinde till then, 
( which yet you ſhall not be, ) your eyes ſhall then be opened, } 
and. you ſhall ſee the wortd, yourſelf, your own Condition, all ? 
in their proper colours of vanity and vexation of ſpirit, Let this } 
ſuffice to bave been ſpoken of two of the main things propounded | 
bo be handled in the. beginging. : 

111 


3. And now ifany ask me; if ir be ſo, why is it thus ? The 
great husbandman ſowed good corn in his feild, whence then hath 
it tares? whence hathit vanity? lanſwer, man may be ſaid to 
be vanity cauſally, in regard of himſelf and alſo of the creature ; 
that is, to be the Author of the vanity in the creatures, and in 
himſelf; 4 mean, of the ſinful vanity of man; and of that vanity 
and deceitfulaeſſe which is in all _the creatures, their fruſtrating 
mans expectationsof ſatisfaction and happineſs in them and from 
them, which indecd they never promifed him. I may ſay( to al- 
lude to that other Scripture ) why ſeek ye the-living among the dead? 
why ſeek ye happineſſe below ? Jt & not here it riſen -: come 'to 
the paradiſe, and-ſee the place where once it lay, It was fin 
bred bitterneſſe in-our greateſt ſweets , and diſcontent in out 
greateſt contentments. We drew on vanity , on ours and the 
creatures heads, with cords of iniquity. Man when he fin'd, be- 
came. vain in kis imagination: and-it ſufficeth the ſervant that he 
be as his maſter, that that likewife be in its kinde ſubject unto # 
vanity. | ; 

It 1s rrvue, there is a vanity which is not ſiaful which was not 
cauſed by fin; and. that. is the- vanity of the greater and leſſer 
world in-compariſon to him that made them both : they are ſo to 
him, vanity and lighter then vanity... 
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wor andſol phocerd dieryts torhe Uſes, e921 0'' ln grad — 

V 
Uſe. 1c Ts every man, at his beſt and maſt fouriding eſtate, 
altogether vanity ? nee —y avit is —_—_—— Ferem.g.23. 
Zeit not the wiſe mar ghor ones inthe mighty 
man glory inhbuu might; | w_Arors r aglory ia his'riches 3 
but Stent as it'is/ written'y and thaveagain and: again," x. Cor, 
7.31, 2 Cor, 10:27.) Les mbar gory us the Lord, 

Let the poor and mean Chridian, (ine ſpe of pants, and;place,, 
and of his portion in the things of this life, )-tet him glory, in-thag 
by being sChrittian, *heny Fpteirually exalted 1- but.the-wiſe, and. 
noble, -and-mig ar rich: Chriſtraty glory.va: this} that, by 
this Scripture, heis madelow 'this day:g:and'ſet upon theyfame 
tevel and plain groune with his-poor brother, Lerhim conſider the- 
vanity and uncettaimy,. of-al worldly emjoyments, and out ward: 
excellencies: F ie5; iris. #xexv07chearn the- proven is n_ 


preach'upon{:angd that with'zlbug voicez> Bf i:Zhe-ſpsvit 
faid, cry:; NandFf bar ſoul f cry > why;ll 2 oxreſe; unarbic 


oodline fie ng as the flowev of the graft 5 Ay as 2 wither eek, 
Io” tbe flower fadeth, agbts runs we rhe Lord: blaweth-xporr-3t. 
And rene + Fames gives this\ reaſon, -why..rich/men .hould 
havelow thoughts in-their highcoridition;+hecauſc,"aethsiflomer 
of the yrafee,otheyand-rheir yiches ſhall paſſe uwayy.. Famerg>11,7 
You wiſe mew, and noble gen; and* rich mets. pryou-iſcemv gay 
and ptorious flowers, the. eyes of 'mencare:dedlighted-wanth fuch 
beautifutobjeQs;; bur alazar your beib-eftate; you avc1altoge- 
ther-vanity: : when =o are* fiowring,. you! may.:be.neerat:t0 
withering, younny die/in your prime and Sowenghikeanbentis, 
' wherethey begin ro ſpring"and:flouriſhy'preſemuly Withers, and 
the flower thereoffalieth., andthegrace of +k&-faſhion:.6f ic:pt- 
riſheth-: ſe-alſo ſhall therich man fade awsy' #n\}4s way, __ 
the Scriprore, ver..11, of that 1, of James” 0 vas vs 
- 'Coultitthou by- power or policy, get-into'a throne: and ſ- 
alr ty throne above'the thtanewol all the Kingoupotthe fare wf 
the whole catth); 'rouldityhodeodtainodhyrignt, unixerſa) Lofd 


'and Monarch, andfend:yokes byitbine:Embalatitars,; _—— the 


Princes and:States of the:worldi:ſhanikdeitthou ſay inithy foods 
Way, C 


£153 


The Panty 


I will aſcend into heaven, T1 wif txalt my throne above the ſtars; | 


ae mak [aſcend above the hei is ofthe clouds; | will be 


Jie the molt high 
8, when this text -{ſhaſkbe like!/Bolſbuzazmrs hand-writing vp. | 


be Wing « aton, , whahre goasdoaimorhegrave | 
hee, mgy: wm proverb againit thee, imay-ſpeak. | 
ad ſay, Rs art than #}ſo become week. as ve 7" are rhom alſo} 
berorewanisy tthewnous.) 'thypomp « brought down to. the grave, | 


and che worms eover-thee. >Atow:art they fallin from | cores 4 O'Lu- 


Veireſias, fa not b dlfncveribeens 


me Do niet _— 


of my opimer, 


Da Go her] 
ane farrhe he yy Fl ajoftter: 
rom thee, Nap _ 


xt > 0 rue os is _ 
en,; and widowhood : Jeſt deſole-. 
thou, ſhale not know. 
dot, wid Wetter rg that'is:Rowe, (.fo duſtin calls: her,)' 
e Jopary CO nbd fhe ſhall ſee —_— Leſtis re 
5 00me in one Hay ;Heatb and monrning | 
| famine, _—_ —_ 7:8. Truſt not nuncertain reohes, but... 
diugny God. Serbeſore.yoar eyes always the vanity. of. this. 
Att i yogpoliebiin here be -it never fo flquriſhing, 
ht beas their:thoughts-are, ('P/al. 49.17. 5 | 
"of whom witneſſeths. ;beir 5rwaid thought:i,chat their | 


wall, $cbold thou art weightal,pand are found toodight, thou: | | 
cence ———_—_ ahagether vanity» and thy 'kengnlom. | ; 


and tbe noyſe of thy viel: Initead of thy.golden and glorious car-. | 
pets, apu:coverings, behold-now the-worme 55 ſpread-ander. thee, 


favs of the morning ? ©:therefore when thou'att in-proſpetity,. 


oy 
2. left-whak the word 'be yet in- 
thy mouth, there falls: veice from heaven, ſaying, 7s thee- ve <5: 


igbt yet the: time, will come, -and-it will not be 
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uſer Pttvorinns for voir; fbdibbir dovling-plerec ro all genera» | 
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| at bnakeff eftlanrs. .- bY . 
rien: thegoallileri lan after tov aun names; ThetrhinAobeir far 
wily and:name ſhe cominue for euey Thus ey think; burthepare 
bay warn thonghts, The Jews haves i 0 7 Evirey King. 38 
hefſonof a bagger,, and every begg en inthe. of a King: Such mu- 
tability and vanity theres in humane affgins, 2nd io worldfy great- 
neſs; "Tis Gods: wozk:to humble high things, and to 'rasfe low 
things. Ke itis-who ſets up one,. and.pulls down another, who: 
pawrs.comempt upon. Princes, and.ſtains the: pride of all their 
glory, and again,. atthe ſame time, raiſtth the - poor: fram the 
duoghill, io ſet him-amangſt the Princes of his people. :  - +» 
Oh then, yegreat,men, ye Grandees of the-wotld, ye Maoble- 
raen,ye rich men,whom-God hath, in theſe reſpeQts, exalted above 
our Brethren,be not hig h-minded,but fear; Let not your hearts be 
ifted up,to Judge your (clves therefore the only happy men, 2nd 
to.deſpiſe athers: take heed your height moke not: your brethren 
below: ſecm asdwanfs, as lieor as nothing, in-yaur eyes. -If the 
height. you are in-once make you difſie and giddie(as we ſay} you 
are like to fall pxefently,and lay all your honourin the duſt 44 "nw 
Donot ye Idoljze your felves,and-let notthe-world deify:ypy z or 
do nat yedeify: your ſelves; and let notthe world Idobize- you 3 
for both theſe are vanity; 'Tomake you Gods ( to __ you: that 
honour which belongs to God ) is to make you Idols x; and to 
make you Idols, is to make you vanities, lyes, and nothing, 
it is indeed quite to mar you, to-undo you. This text, weliſtudy- 
cd,, would be a good antidote againſt the ſwelling of the poyfon, 
or-again(} the tympany of pride in mighty men; anda:gqod. Cot+ 
dial againſt the pining-confurnption of envy in mean'men; at'the 
proſperity of athers. Thefaſhion, beauty, glory of the; world 
vg away : Everyman at his beſt efate is altogether vanity, St= 


4 | | one tg . 
' Andhere ſhall back this leſſon. with theſe following confiders- 

tons , lethigh and: low, rich. aad-poor, \together conlider: +1 - 
x. Thatia eFdew, our common-Father we were:all, moulded 
ort of the ſame red earth, we grew all from one. root., we ifved 
all-from one fountain; the higher we dexive: our pedegree;: the 
neerec we are all akin, Woeare all lines from; ane center z. and 
the neefer we-go:to the center, the neercrwoart.oneto.anctber> 
God made of one blood all natians and fariiyecta dwell Gn 
As. 17. 26; All bloud is of one colour, and rudvia the like chan- 
nels and veflqls, andobferves the ſame courfe nnd mation in all 
; Cz Men. 
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OS 


| are ke: 
ann averanrend o . God: of whom ny whole 
stth$'nameU;-doth-of his meer poodneſs, 
feed: F adolodth, ——_— alh-We 46; alt of os, wholly; 
behokdert rohim; and tiveu pew or contribution akoge- 
ther- end he moredetttoan ir ' Pn *iner=ovt? apparet;-. 
thetoercoſtately-our 4 rtrain' 3 the more 
ome ee t Ty: 2T1s otic old is Gods Hoſ- 
and NG _ indeed 
7 whore graced EO GH D4 
Keg" rotatmoRtulfrhcir wimos; Vit whiltt 
CET hbouring: men; ordimari- 5 
yy" rhe Nweerelty here in eepy7 av\ in deathyy} poor apd rich . | 
-mwbrrogether;; anti/heroirheſervaytis free from his maſter, 


204{/Thet gcdineſcionara z*8or very often; accompanied 
*n ney by tvanced'co worſdiy honour and 


. tnbroprenmnefſe; burtot goyidyobetietteretc thereby; or there= 


repay ahem, Githobv anyreeal change inthe 
the'ſuprome:power /beadvanced and made {to 

em thcdaent: even fo.izhonour; the rayſing the-rate os 
Aqoqtereariao-acvhanoinl the- world, without changing 
bo on netnngs Het, emmars, ag other! fide 4, poverty | 
vutwardmeanaefſt;ndonotimakemen-ordingrify ithe worſe, 
thoſewhoby: the world ave abtounted 12g theo ſeurn; | an 
Jang;'und flihofthearorld; *gyon'they-are Grads Jewels, they 
are they of whom the world is not worthy. It is well ſaid by 
þ nat ns Amend x carry Hre4t" and ſmall 
hn '# "gr ba6-lecrer x 1oke 1 hore! wy, awake 
| pon due comin ante ſeatler, anidifo better 

Foc oxby on 4"ever”. (narehey pur-nomoxe marrer 
obey detviadins A uſe inito:rbe words which they compound, | 
Xue veer ere, Grearmen make:amore plorieusſhow 
denorcoblantlaiyih 


rn Pun this great bookepf the Univerſe. | 
IS 


forthem).- \ 9g 289 ov) JAY 2 J 
eptanges: —eeySomenrignbs, .os\ fa- 


together here inithis worldj!there-i is No.8 | 
erifice, 


| one another,; let net the. honourable perſon behold big} inſexjopr 
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crifice, for hiz greatneſle :. and, in Theil Jeſd{is not his be... 
ing a mighty.man, or Mmean-man;3- arich man, or. poor man ; not. 
hs how which avayleth any thing ;, but the 250g, © $00d. 
man, a good Chriſtian this igat, which is accepted,of hi 
true Chriſtians, rich and.poor,- are fellow-menwbers of the £ 
# body; now, as inthe body natural, one.member doth not under-. 
| value another, becauſeit is not ſet in ſo-high a place..in the body, 
or.is not ſo,wellcloathed av another.: fo let Chriſtians of high de- 

ree, not contemn themof low degree.;. and ler not Chriſtians of 
low degrec,;envy pate vg them; that are exalted :; they that 
are onhigh-fee/a larger field of vanity, then you that ſtand..on a. 
lower ground, | 

.6; Weſballall dyealike; no difference in the natural deaths. 
of men hecauſe Princes; or,poor. men, mighty or, mean. Though, 
ſome ſeem to haveheads of gold , like Nebuchadnezzars Image ; 
yet they athſtand-but-upen feet of clay,; we mult lye. down in the. 
duſt rogether.;. and who can diſtiaguiſh the Kings duſt from the: 
beggars. :We are all, excellently well compared to a ſet of coun-. 
ters,- which men-uſe incaſting of .account : the counters are in. 
themſelves allalike, and diffex only for atime, according to the. 
paceiin.which.they are.ſet;, ſome itand for. pounds.,, ſome for. 
{killings /,..anJſome for pence.; but inthe concluſion all are alike. 
jumbled.into.the box qr bag together.: ſo it is in the world, ſome. 
irand in.« higher place, and.a greater value is ſet on them .for- a. 
time then others.; bur atla{t, at death, .all ſhall be jumbled a-. 
like into the.grave, algo... | 

7. When we ſhall be awakened aut of our ſleep inthe grave, 
and gathered together before the judgement ſcat of Chriſt 3. this. 
di'tiaQion, of.,noble, ana mean men (hall ceaſe, In the Reſurre-. 
Rion., atthe Cnromtion of che King of Kings, the. Heraulds of, 
this.warld ſhall haye no place terank (gen accardipg tothe digni 
of their bonuſes and families. In that reſpect, the reſurrecQion will. 
make vs albPeers, and thoſe that ſhai{l.wait.og. him, an. that day,. 
be willmakealland for-gver Kings. Ob therefore, conſidering. 
that after a while,.a[l- theſe artificial differences. of coats and out+ 
ward diitances of place,. ſhall ceaſe. ;:let-us:pot.,, for.this ſma]l 
pittance of time wehave to-live here, -let us.nat.diſpiſe gr .cnvy 


with a:bIvghty, proud, diſdaiaful eyc. : and let not the, mean man. 
look onthe noble.man, pr. greas.inan with ag evil and, envious | 
F518 % | xYE.._ 


ww > We 


. 


_ gloryintheiflearniag and wifdome, ae Ethefe were, exomptand 
Heb edged oath touch of vanity. Ler fuck know; that the 


wiſtom of thexyortdisfoohfineſſe with God; and rhar King So. : 


lomor, wiſet then the wiſeſt now wpon the faceof:t ound 
a vanity ithomain knowledge, Beolef. 1. 18. 

Beſides; let the greateſt Scholar the world hes, fee and know, 
thar his lige i#tov ſHiort to fathom-rhe'depthis of ravure ; thavthere 
are many thingsthere 5 which, as to the compretienfiveknowledge 


of theto, hemulſt ler them alone forever, Where is the wiſe man > 
"where js the diſpvter of this world ? where is the profound: Phi-. 


lsſopher? Give me, if thou canit, a Defmition of thy own. ſous, 


Nay but the definition of a firaw under thy foot. Tell me if thou 
cant, how the Rewors, akſh no bigger then'a-carpy, ſtays the- 


hip? How the Load-fione draws Iron'? Why thegraſsingreen ? 
Give vsa ſatisfaCtory reafon, if yow can, why ſorge Creatures. 


are covered naturally wir hair-cloath, ethers with rugs of the fi. 


neft woofl, and others watke up and down and fly abroad, as well 
as ſleep, in feather beds of divers colours? Hen qnantam eff quod 
neſcimus | and again, Aaximepars ecrum gue ſcimu, oft minima 
cru gue neſcimns : good Mutto's for the greateſt Schollars, Oh 
therefore ler the-great Scholar glory in this, rhat be kaows me, faith 
the Lord, Ferem g. or in this, that he-krows Feſms Chriſt and lm 
 *crucified ; arid that he is able to comprehend, with all Saints, the 
height, and depth, and length and breadth af the love of God, andio 
-lenow the love of Chrift which paſſeth knowledge. | ; 
Uſe. 2. Iscvery man at his beſt eſtate —_— ? then, Teaſe from 
man whoſe breath is in bis noſtrils, whoſe condition, when moſt 
fouriſhing, -is but fading-and vaniſhing, for wherein be 5s to be 
es of ? Put not your truſt in Princes, or mn any ſon of man, 
Pal. 146. 3. | | 

Men cannot preſerve themfelves alive,or in howour,cannot make 
themſelves happy, or fecure themſelves from outward miſery. 
Lean not too hard-on thefe ſtaves, -they will break under you - to 
truſt to theſe isto truſt to a broken reed, 'tis to lean on a ſpear 
which will picrce you , they are ſtavesof bands, and-not of beau» 
ty. The rod of Godis a ſtaff; but the'ſtaff of man is a rod oft times, 
and will ſoon be turned into a Serpent, and bite you. Truſt nor” 
inmhefavour of Princes, or great men: Conſider: the height and 
"2 : downfal 


ye” reat SchoRamod the worid, or tie geandees- | 
for wifdome andlkmowledpe, cexaly rhemfelves tegmuck , and. + 


- 


_ - Yowiifal of Haminn, Sejonu, 'Cardinal Woolſey, and wotherFa-- 
-yotrices. "Truſt not in the favorr- of the nitiltitede or common-- 

| Las ror nn ar nu preg | 
ow. the multitude will cry Hoſanua, and anion (Fucifige: now - 

| they will prepare Gurlends, and be ready to ſacrifice to you as a- 
God ; and anonthey wilkiione youas a MalefaCor,. or one of. the - 
worlt,of men; 

Uſe. 3..1s there van ity in-what thoy art,..and 'doeſt,:;and haſt 

 ( confidered without Chriſt )?*then-.do not Idolize thy felf for- 
any endowments, norblefs thyſelf for any.creature-erzoyments : - 
do not pride thy. felfe for.parts and gifts: If thy heart be lifted up + 
withiri thee for theſe, thouaſt but a .vaimuminde, thou art'be-. 
come afoolin glorying, if any man-migbt have. ſtood-upen their « 
parts and abilities, ſurely Solomox.mucttimore: . + 

Be not too much enamoured.withtheperfeCtions of thy bodyor- 

ovtward man; thy. ſtrength; -agility, health, beauty ; all ſhall? . 
fade away, _ wither like the graſs; and;periſh' like the flower of. 
thegraſs, whenthe. blaſting Taſt-winde, or thei ſcorching Sun- 

beams comes upon it. .Ttie-day will: come when you: fhall ſay,.. 
they tte vanity ; When you. ſhalt ſay you. have- no. pleaſare:1n+ 
racm... 

___Donotplace happinefsinwhatthou haſt, iti great poſſeſſions, , 
_ 10 Creature-comforts, and'enjoyments; there's a _ in-deli--- 
Liduy meats-and drinks, in finc apparel,” in ſumptuous buildings, . 

_ inalarge train of attendants, inthe multitude'sf: friends /and ac- | 

© guaimtance ; do not place happineſsin theſe: 3, for you will 

never be able tofinde ithere,- In vain'do'you Took for 'Caneen on + 

this fide Fordan, the Devil ſh2wed'our Saviour all the kingdomes + 

of the world, and the'glory of them ; and 'tis obſerved, that fie 

did this in a moment, as it were at eculi, in the rwinkling of © 

an eye, fictranſit gloria munds. But we have necd togo up often; , 

and' to ſtay long with God in. the mount; to ſce clearly all 'the - 
kingdomesof the world and the vanity of them. The wotld is a+ 
world of vanity ; yea, there's a world of- vanity in- every man, 

Behold'l ſhew you a miſtery, the leſſer world 'mwan is more com- - 
prehenfive of-vanity then the greater. 

Vſe. 4. Is the world a world of vanity unto man? arethe good - 
things of the world ( as they are called ) good for nothing, as 'to - 
the making us happy ? thenlet's not fallout, and make our 'ſelves 
miſerable by diviſiqns, ſtrifes,and contentions about them One 

c en-; 


i 


__vhildrenand fools to,. | | 
A Eeoroarir i Bed mt. frees 28s he 


' on his Sepulcher, 


Fin 


angle and. fall. outfor toys, and 


V 


Epitaph of his own making, which he commanded. to. be ri 


> £ 


Vis altiore voce me tecum loquii, ro 
Humana curtta ſuns, umbra, vant, 
Er, verbo ut «bſolvam, nibul. | 


\ Uſe. 5. Letus all make that uſe of this doGrine, which 


| Propher David doth in this, - Pſa. v. 7. ſaying, And now, L 
. What wait we ſor ? oxr hope is in thee, Seeing Every man is ſo vain 
and. ſceing everything is ſo unproficable,. why ſhould we in vaig 
ſeek to.be- happy by.anyching ſhort of thee ? No, no, we do hoty 

that befor eyer tar from us ſo_to do; Qur hearts. were triade by 
thee, and they arc never ſully at reit,, till they. come unto, thee; 
Thy favour and grace we prize above. all. earthly happiheſs, Be 
thou our God, let vs be thy Sons and'daughters ; and then we are 
.ſure,. thou hait begun. alrcady,- and wilt perfcQly; in thy ownl 


, redeem. us trom this bondage of corruption and: vanity, 't 


| which we are now ſubjett. As we are childreti of thie firſt Adam; 


# 
© & 


we are indeed bond-men to vanity ; but our hope is in the ſeco 
Adam, to.bc by him- celivered into the glorious liberty of the ſon 
of G.od. Our preſent life is vanity , but the giſt of God iFeter 
nal life is immortallity.. Allthis world is a world of vanity; b 
we look for the world to conie, wherein dwells blefedhefs" ar 


_wrue-felicity.. Vanity graweth up out of the earth : we expeAt'our 


happineſſe to come from heaven, We account all things here be 
Low, but 'as dung and drofs and vanity in compariſon of Chtif 


and the grace and glory of Chriit, thoſe betrer things , thoſ 
thingsabove, all temporal good things are but as ſhadows ; . buf 


our ſubſtance is with thee, ſubſtantia mea. apud te eft, fo ſome 
render the+th verſe.” All worldly hopes are bur Tike: the ſpiders 


web, butovr hope in God and Chrii eur Saviour, 1s ani, Anchor 


firm and ſtedfaſt, caſt ſurely within the vey1, ſo that we can ne 


. ver fink. Our all, isnothing, compared to thee; Lord, thou a 


ourall in all, Whom haveour ſobls in heayen, but thee ? and 


- 


' -Whom have we pn.carth chat we. oY defire in compariſon of thee # 


truly our lines arcfallen-in a plcaſFnt place, we have a'goodly in 


| heritarice : The Lord is our portion, our exceeding grear reward 
. we will aot be fatisficd with any thing, with all.things., beſid 


thee 


® = 
ny 
"A 


i | 
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; . & his bel offire.. 
iſ} chce; not with things preſent, vor things to come ; not with 
is] rhings in che height or depth, viibleor iavifible, temporal or 
nf etcraal ; Ge ps: principalities or powers, or carth or 

# heaven; wecſtecmall as ſhacows, and vanitics ; only this is our 
T2. bappineſſc, we are Chriſis, and Chriit is Gods. We will no log- 
# ger forfake our own mercies, thatis, thee, the God of our mer- 
cies, to follow after Iying vanities; bcho!d here is an anſwer tro 
the Jaſt thing propounded inthe begining, v:T., This is the way 
& to be freed from vanity, and we will walkin it. Jeſus Chriſt is 

# our Captaine, whom if we foHow through the troubleſome fea 

of this world , asthe lſraclites did Afofvs throngh the Red-fea ; 
is the waters ſhall ſtand asa wall on theright hand and on the left, 
# and the proud waters ſha not averwhelny us, ſhall not go over 
our ſouls, Jeſus Chriſt is our Ark, into whom we will get by 
$ faith, and by him be ſaved, whilſt the whole world, that are out 


3d of Chriſt, ſhall periſh-by this foud of vanity which comes upon 
res all the carth. Thus will we make ſure of this one cbing neceFary, 
vi that our faith and hope , being in God, ſhall not be in vain; that 


we thall notliveanddye in vain, but that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


| may be to us, both in life and death, gain and advantage ; that, 


when we ſhall part with ovr corporal bves ( which, in times of 


fickneſſe and war, we carry dayly in our hands, and are apt to 
loſe; and which, in tmeg of the greateſt peace and proſperity, 
we cannot long hold; for at the beſt, they are flecting, and fading, 
i and vanity ) we may be fuze to lay faſt hold on eternal life ; ſo thag 

| vanity may no more have dominion over us, Awe. | 
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{on Epitaphr on Sir Roger Townſhend: who dyed at” 
Geneva int his travail towards Rome, aged 19 ® 
years and a half, inthe year 16 43. 


Oe bers lyes duſt and aſhes Oar, p 
L Aore prec'ons then the golden ſhoar-; 

One Fewel precious in this comb _ 
Far more then all ith Sea f ome, 
Geneva xow 4 Saint mey 
Wzi#b Rome, "3 with el} lnly« ALF 
Loe therethe Painters. are diuines.. OR Ls p4 
In Colours, and their Saints are furines.; wÞ 
But bere doth ew areal > 
Here 1s no Se 
Cn Townlbcad Piſ _ 

6 w hee ſcanty, ad): . 
And when men tho kg t ht bbed been " E »ÞL 
Fo Heavw'n the Traveller was come : 

To England bow ſhould be return, 

When all's on foe and Seas do burn : 

Had' be ſeen Rome, he knew't would farr 
Then make a Saint him rather marr : 

In peace had's Engliſh home "gain ſeen, 

H'had ſtill a Ward and Pilgrim been. | 94 

Heav'n is a bome which reſt give can, e 
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D 2 Another. 


Another. 


| 
> 24k Ere aye Geneva Lake let weep © 
'Canje death a Conrt of Guard did keep > 
 Eccho ye Alys for aye alas? vt 
*Canſe Trav'ilers have for deathnoyaſt: 
Gur #647 let me we —_ Lakg, | 
Azdever 4 fea make; | --M 
Let's thus S ie the bills, let's off © 
Hlencefarth them Townlhends Pyramidyeell, 
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SELL ELELELLEL 
On Occaſion of the Narrative ſent over by 
M. Diedati in which houſe he dyed. 


Re ye prevented Poets ? what roo late 

His life and death toblazo'n? Diodae 
Has don't in Proſe, be that the Sacred Texe 
FerffCommented upon, bu life u next - 
And warn ſacred flory, 4t WAs ; 
"Upon the Billecal's a P. a«[e, o_ | 
ff Paraphraſe Incarnateof thelaft F-1 
<And beſt edition much correlted was'r, 
Reformed eve'Fy way, Tranſlated ſo, ; | + 
He now ſpeaks ſeventy languages and moe ;; ' : Wy <4 
#1” Interpret; Babel, Pentecoſt and all, - 
eAnd 1 tranſlated to's Original. | 
In this ſmall work divinity 5s more 
'T ben in the great Toſtatus balf. a ſore. 
Tea, now one Tome of this ſhort volume man 

145ns more learning then the Vatican, 

Sochyypirns Authors, th" reft tle call 
:Comper'd-ro this, one Ignoramus all- 
Worms may devonr tb book. cover, leaves may fade 
Though green and flrid, or with gold ore aid; 
Worms can't-corrupt the 2ext, and the Angel's blaff 
Shall blow 'way worms, and duſt, * and deatbas laſt. 


et 


22 


T. H. 


AE222S 
ELLIS 


The 


FITTTTTLLLLS 
 EELELELLELLL 


z 1 I q = & By 
F< <3 $3 &; o bw ) 4 T 4 , J L 
NY ALEaLEE2E%Y E2.0% £22 > Ro ay Bs. 
KEI SFSgSTay oh © ADs wd by 6. 
oo - bon 6 


& &þ Þeþ<þ+p Þe> ÞeÞ <>09 <p pep et? 


- 


LA 
> 


2 . % 
_ _ — * , 
s T } \ * 2 =. ? $3 . by OS: ws 4 # . «. at* _ Y <Y k T x vn, Q 


- 


HARA FEE me 


The Des -5-peed bi 3 
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-Mnd be Jaid,' hs y father Abrahans, but if oe Went: nrfto 
* ""'zbet# TU the  exd they w/ll repipt.. + 
Apa Wks d unto them. "Frbes [516 IGM _ the 1 Pro- 
ets, ther will mg be F_weeRs theagh. exe +4 
Trewthed | 
| He Relitibhi & conc ce -Diwes wid Lazarm fron A <igih 
v7: yerfe to the eftd of this' Chapter, ſome will have to be an 
_ Hiſtory, others a Parable; I concur with the latter.: for 
© what tongue could Dives have in hell, whoſe body was 
mn the pr ute? And what finger'c could Latgrus have, whoſe ſoul 


7 


gl now in Paradiſe ot hel 

_ Gee es what.is. tae wee {58 [pak ; bnifie}; only "gat t WAS 

_ ſai ifany wor TT be' made” of ' fi "matters. 

\ Parable: po Se Pate geal liphicks , Beclys es of Dr, Ing. 


© yfeful truths fitted for Inſtruction : 2p made feſcucs fkhown 
Docs mA to point out- t0 us s ſpirityal *pd he FEAySvy 


7 ae pure Dobeli Melt Oy | 4ws requeſts 46 9b cham 
_ 7 Ein forhimfelf” Hi be would fend Exzatusto dip the tip of Bis 
Foc in water, tool bis ops bat mYs he that would not give a 
| b of bread, Tg not rop of water. . 
ing'denie&for mie, No AR deft is for his'brethren, 


| Cedbraben,' oP 1d his. fathers houſe, 
= ER Rog Ds es he 
Free 


But ed EY Ih ef in the former - 
Eoetes wy tis ticed They have Moſes ard 
the 


Ig 


The Vanity of Dive's bis deſere. 


the prophers, 5. c. the writings of Moſes and the x ropiicts; ler chew 


bear thers ; believe and obey them: by them they may ſoogcr and 


herrer be perſwadeeto repent, theaif Lazarwor any other like 
© tin ſhould ariſe from the dead ro warn chem, att 10 teitify tor | 


them thac they ſhould repeat. 
Again pr 30 nes the end and ſcopeof them is mainſy re be 
attended umo ; mow the ſcope and deligr of this parable is ro teach 
- rich men pitry and compaſhon to the poor, and to teach all mem 
to reade and meditate on the holy Scriptures, to hear and ro obey 


them , that fo they may attaineteraal life ; for rhe right way to : 
efcape hell torments, and to be made partakers of Heavens hap- - 


pyncſſe, isto follow the guidance and diftCtion of the Holy Scri- 


prures - If it be asked, how came Abraham to know that the Jews. | 
had the wrieings of LMHoſes and the prophets ? | anſwer, he might. | 


be informed of this, by AZofez and the prophets, when they came 
wo heaven : or he mighrknow it by revelation - probably, God 
would not hide from Jbrabam, a matter of ſo great concernment 
to his ſeed : however, certainit is, the Jews had the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which were able to make them wiſe unto Salvation. :.and 
they had no need that, any. ſhould riſe from ;the dead to teach 
thern, Oo % 

'Tis true indeed, men are apt to faticy, by other ways and 


means to get good, and todo good, and to pleaſe God ,, then 


what God hath preſcribed : men are 8pt to ſay in their hearts, 
who ſhall aſcend into beavgn, to bring them the. minde of God in 
fuch and ſuch things ? or wherewithall ſhall I come ; before God 
ro make atonement for my fins 7 ſhall | give the firſt, born, of my 
body for the (in of my foul? when Naemen the Syrian came to be 
cures of his leproſy, 2 King 5. x1. he verily thought, that the 
prophet would have come out. to him, and would have: ſtroked 
his hand over the place, and-have called upon the name, of his 
God, ahd when he ſaw he was diſappointed of his expectation 
in theſe particulars he grew very angry and would hardly be per- 
ſwaded by his ſervants to go and waſh ſcaven times in Fcrdan, 'as 
the prophet ha@ Tent unto him to do; ſaying, are not Abanah axd 
Phurpor , Rivers of Damaſcus, better then all the waters of Iſrael ? 


may I not "ey in them and be clean? the ſame, Naawan., aſter he 


was cured of his leproſy, bad a fancy, Gahe, earth of the. land 
of Canaan, was better to build an Altar to God witball, then of 
any other land ; andtherefore, he begg'd of. the prophet cw 

M07 OED that 


\ 
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. TheVamty of Dive's hu deſier, 


| hat there wirht two Mules burden of earth be given him : {1 fap- 


oſe, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, becauſe ir immediately fol- 
299-6 ) for thy ſervant will benceferth offer neither ron! trol 
nor ſacrifice unto any other gods, but unto the Lord, 2 Kin.y. 19, The 
Jews, they imagined, that e2/eſſiab ſhould be a temporal Prince, 
and ſet up a temporal Kingdom, and therefore, becauſe our 
Saviour Chriſt, came notinſuch outward pomp,-ſtate, and glo- 
ry , they rejected him: hence it is I ſuppoſe alſo, that the papilts 
are not contented with Chriſts naked inititutions but preſume to 
adde of their own inventions, to make them more gawdy, and 
more efficatious : to Baptiſm with water, they adde Cream, 
Oyle , ſpittle, exſuiflation. The Lords ſupper they have turn- 
ed from a Sacrarment for the living, toa ſacrifice for the quick 
and dead : they will not preſume to go: directly-or immediate- 
ly to God the King of Heaven , or by the mediation only of 
his own ſon whom he hath made Maſter of requeſts there, but 
they muſt make uſe of the mediation of the Courtiers 'of Heaven, 
Saints and Angels : they woT "tis not good manners to do other= 
wiſe: they think Chrilt crucified, not ſuthicjently repreſcnted, in 
the preaching of the wotd, and adminiitration of the Sacraments 
except they have alſo before their eyes , crucifixes,” Images, or 


pictures of him hanging 03 the Croſſe. The ldolaters of old offe.. 


red their ſons and daughters in ſacrifice, to appeaſe their offended - 
Gods. And Gods own people, imitated the Jdolaters of the nati- 
ons: which thing yet, God tells them, it never came into his 


heart', to require at their hands z thoſe [dolaters, the worſhip- 


pers of Baal, cut and lanced themſelves to-procure more compaſ- 
ſion and audience of their prayers : and amongf the papiſts, ſome 
whip themſelves, to make thereby ſatisfaQtion for their fins, 
Mat,6.7., We reade of ſome that thought they ſhould be heard 


_ For their much-ſpeaking : and ſuch are our papiſts alſo who think 


to prevail, by ſuch a number of Ave- Maries 5 and Pater-noſters ; 
as if God regarded and anſwered prayers, according to their num- 


ber, ratker then according to the faith and devotion, of the ſouls __ 


that made them. And here Dives had a perſwafion, that though 
his brethren were not converted by the ordinary means, Hoſes 
and theProphets, yet they would certainly repent, if an extraor- 
dinary meſſenger, one from the dead, ſhould be ſentto them, to 
warn them, leit they came into the ſame place of torment where 
he was, And truly atthe firſt view, this requeſt of Dives,” to ſend 

| E Lazarus 


— * 
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Tit Vanity of Dive's bis deſire. | 
Lit ras fromthe other world, fromthe boſorre of Abrabam to 
his brethref(the children of Abraham according to the fleſh, ts 
warn chem to repent; ſeems not unreaſonable, 


* For firft; the apparitionof a dead mans Ghoſt, we may eaſily 


imagine, would afiright a ſinter in the midit of his fins, and make 
hira ſmite on his thigh, and ſay, what have I done? or what do 


4? Moſes andthe Prophets tell vs of our duties, of the puniſh- 


ment dne 'to-us;-if we fail- of it, but one that comes from 'the 
other world ; could teſtify, that all that Moſes and the prophe.s 
have ſaid, is true z ſo that their words ſhonld not ſeem any more{as 
they do too too often, to many ) but as idle tales : ſuch a one 
could tell, that there is another life after this, that there is a fu- 
ture eſtate! of happineſſe-or miſery 3 that when a man dyes, his 


Toul doth not dye with His body, doth not fleep;. doth rot ceaſe 5 


xo be. It would be happy for Atheiſts, Epicures, Gluttons, 


Drudkards, Blaſphemers, andunclean perſons; for oppreſſors,. 


For- covetous and unmerciful Dzives's if there was no life, no world 


afterthis ; but that as they have lived like beaſts, or worſe then: 


'beaſts; fo they tmay dic like beafts alſo ; But if there had been 
meirher: Afofex-northe prophets to teltify. the contrary, yet nee- 
ded not any to come from-the dead to do it : heathen poets, and 
phyloſophers, have had knowledge of a furure eſtate ; witneſſe 
their £:fcan fields, a kinde of paradifefor the vertuous; and their. 
Phlepethons, & riverof fire, a kinde of helf for the wicked. 


But 24, If * Ghoſt ſhould appear to us, we ſhoold be apt to. 


think, that we ſhonld Gieſhorrly ; and that the Ghoſt of a dead 
man, 'did come to call-or 'faritmon vs, to the ſtate and place of 
ſeparate ſouls ; ſuth an apparition would be like the Meſſenger 
to Hltzekiab, ſet thy honſe in order for thou ſhalr'dye + and probably. 


would put us into Billſhazzars poſture, when be ſaw the hand: | 


writing upon the Wall, wonld make 9x7 countenance change, 


would nike the joynts of our loyns to be looſed, and owr knees to ſmatt] 


one againſt anorber.- And one would think, thar ſuch a fear, ter= 
- For-and conſternation, might reaſonably minde us, of what we 
hsd done, namely, to wndo our ſelves : and what we ſhould do t 
' eſcape the wrath to come; or the damnation of hell, 
And 3dly, All this probably might prove more effecual!, if that 
dne that came from' the dead, ſhould be: Z1izaruss, a good man, 
whoſe ſ0v], came from the boſome of Abraham ; Lazarns, 0 
who likely might be known, to D4or7 his brethren, to have been 


— ” 
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The V auity of Dive's his deſire. : 
a poor miſerable and contemptible perſon whilit he Rved 3n this 
world ; when they.ſhopld ſee him come from heaven, from one of 
the higheſt places there, from ,Abrabems boſome, and probably, 
ina gJorious menner ,: make his: appearance , this might teach 
them, and minde them, : that *us poſhible, that poor men may be 
happy in the other world ; and beliges, when he ſhould tell them, 
as ke might be well able to do, how happy he was there, though 
he had been never ſo-poor here,: and how miſerable,. Dives their 
brather was in hell, notwithſtanding ll bis great riches in this 


world; this, one would think, ſhould be, an cffetual _ 
c — 


wart, to perſwade,' and to bring'them to repentance: I fay w | 
he ſhould tell them, that peor Lazaru was comforted, and rich 


Dives was torwented, how he wasadvanced to heaven, and their 
brother D: es thrown down to hell ; when he ſhould tell them,the 
glorious viſions and fruitions of heaven, and that there was no 
compariſon betwixt earth-and heaven pbetwixt the fading riches 


of this world, and the durable riches of the other, *twixt ſenſible 


pleaſures, and heavenly joys; 'twixt the. honour from men here, 
and the glory that is to be had from God hereafter ; 'twixt the 
company of men though never ſo great, and rich. here, and -the 
ſociety of God and his holy Angels in heaven ; And that Dives his 
palace was but a dungeon, or dunghill, to the palace of the great 
king of heaven and earth; that riches either horded up, or Epi-' 
curean-like, Jaid out upon our ſelves, our back and our belly, 
ould not avail in the day of wrath ; and would only be able to 
aggravate our miſery, and toencreaſe our torment there ; further, 
when he ſhould tell them, that money thought anſwers all things 
here, . yet inthe other world it is of no uſe at all ; Saints and An- 
gels above, ſlight it,' as much as worldlings overvalueitbefow:: 


behold, in the other world Doves andall hisriches, were weighed 


and: ſound tao light - that Deves bis greatneſs, Riches and; Ho- 


nours and delicates were momentary, -and all vaniſhed; and that' 


i place androom thereof, how. he is tormented, How' that he' 
ſaw him in.hell.torments, fn ſtead of delicious fare, and delight- 


ſul muſick, behold. weeping, and wailing, and gnafhing of ceeth -- 
Inſtead of purple and fine linnen,. behold fire and Brimitone, and: 


the ſmaak of the Bottamleſs-pitt, compaſſing him as a garment. 
Ang on the otherſide,: for his own part, he had no cauſcatul1 to 
ERFOL TI: of aL his poverty, hardſhip,- and tniſery he went 
through or underwent in this life, for that now heaven —_ 
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I . 


mends for all. That bis light «ffiiftions, which were but-for a me- 


went, are now recompenſed with a far more, exceeding and eter- 
wal weight of glory. And if after allthis and a great deal more 
which be might ſay, he (hould teil them, - that if they did conti- 
gue in their ſans and die in them, racy ſhou{d have their portion in 
hell, with their brother Dives, yea, with the Devil and his an- 
gels for ever ; but if they would now forſake their fins, if they 
would break off their {ins by repentance, and their iniquities by 
ſhewing mercy to the poor z if they would ceaſe to do evil, and 
learn todo well; if they would be open hearted and open-handed 


' totheir poor bretheen 3 when they dyed, God wovld ſend his 


Angels.. tocarry their ſouls into the boſome of eLFbraham, from 
whence he came out, ſent by their father eFbrabam, and at the 
requeſt of their brother Dives, If all this had been ſaid and done, 
one would be ready to think, that here had been enough and 
more then cnough., to have perſwaded the worlt and moft hard. 


' hearted ſigner to repentance ; But ſo is it, that a great deal more 


effeual means then all this, prove inſufficient to turn ſinncrs 
from the errours of their ways. | 

7. The Jews had Adoſes and the prophets amongit them, who 
being dead, yet ſpake unto them in their writings. They received 


the law by the diſpoſition of Angels ; yea God himſelf preached + 
- Entothem in thunder and ligktnings, and flames of firc at Sina: ; 


the Jews had more {ignes, wonders and miracles wrought amongft 
thera, or for them, then the whole world beſides : they had 
three raiſed-from the dead under the Old Teſtament-diſpenſation ; 
ur Saviour when he came he raiſed three froni the dead, one 
newly dead Fairus his daughter: one carried out to be buried 
as the widdow of Naim her ſon, and one that lay four days in the 
grave, viz. Lazarm; and yet the. Jews, the body of. the nation, 


- were ofttimes hard-hearted and impemitent finners ; even when 


Chriſt came in the fleſh, ard manifeſted forth his glory amongſt 
thers,, in working more miracles, then eFoſes and the prophets 


that wentbefore him : yet they would br repent, that thy might = 


believe, that Fejurwas the Chriſt, the Meſſiah, and that believing 
theymght hauelife, thraugh bis name : yea, they ſought to put 
LaJarwtodeath, whom Chriſt .xaifed from the dead ; and at 


la put Chriſthiraſclfro death who brought him from the dead : 


fo ſar were they-from:being wrovghtupon ;'torepentonce' unta 
life by this miraclc. F : or o:: MEDIC 
. 2, Yea, 


"$o=. as af _ 
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2, Yea, Chriſt himſelf afterward raiſed himſelf from the dead, 
and confirmed his dotine and -his mifon, that.he > was ſent of 
God, that he came out of the boſome of God the father, the Gad 
of Abraham, Iſueckand Facob, that he came to preach repey: 
tance and forgiveneſſe of fins, and yet the grofſe of the Jewiſh 


Nation would not be perſwaded to repent and belicve on him : - 


behold one greater then Moſes, end all the prophets; and therefore 
one greaterthen Lazarus, 2nd he too from the dead, his ſoul 
from paradiſe , and his body was raiſed out of the grave ; and he 
was one who could.tcl them of the joys of heaven, and of the tox- 
ments of hell more, and better then Zazarm-: be could tell the 
that for to procure pardon to ſigners, he himſelf had ſuffered the 
pain of ſence in the garden, when be ſaid, bs ſud a4 exceeding 
ſorrowful unto the death, and when he ſweat great drops of blaog, 
trickling down to the ground ; and the pain of loſs when he hung 
on the Croſſe, and cryed out, my God, my God why haſt thoy far ſa- 
ken me ? he could tel] them that for their ſakes he had endured 
the pains of hell, to the end, that repentance and remifſion of Gng 
ſhould be preached ia his name, untoall nations, beginning at 
Feruſalew : yet how {cw in compariſon, amongſt the Jews be- 
licved on him. $ 
3. 'Tis obſcrvable, what we reade of Herod, that he beard 
Fobn Baptiſt gladly, and did many things at his preaching though 
Lo womb 20 witacler : and when he hcard of tbe Jae af 
' Jeſus Chriit, and the mighty works done by him, and imagined 
that it was F«bn che Baptiſt or ſome old prophets riſen from the. 
gdead, bur forall that, did not repent and amend his life, thaz 
ever was heard of, RE 
4. There are to be found many, too teo many amongſtus, that 


call themſelves Chriſtians, and profeſſe to believe. in Chriſt cru- D. «LL 


cified, dead and buried, deſcended into hell, that he aroſe from 
the dead the third day, aſcended.into heaven, and from, thence 
he ſhall.come tozudge the.quick, and the dead, and fog all this - 
.are.impenitent and ynbelieving, "2 I 
\ $- Pafſe we tothe Church of Rewe, and ſce whether it be bet- 
ter there, they tell us of the obambulation of ſpirits,of the appari- 
tions of dead men, whoſe ſouls have come out of the fire. of pur- 
gatory, 'a temporary hell z and yet h>w few among(t them are 
Þrought to-true repentance and amendment of life, «23% 0 
.. 6. How often do men come from the beds of dying men and 
Tn Ones ITE | women, 


"34 


D. Alf. 


«women, from the lait words perhaps of good men and women, 


lat words of wicked men, who would if it waspoffible,” call time 
ther then dye ; and yet how few arethereby wrought upon to re- 


 henſion at deaths door, and-have had the profpect of the other 


-#he Prophres, i.e. to the holy Scriptures; and that they are moreg , 


- peared to him in Samuels mantle, and ſad was the ifſue of that | 


- the likenefſe of our friend; or of the party we had a minde to con- 
. Fult withall :' Angels, even evil Angels can” aſſume bodies for 


andmove them though not inform/ them, as the ſoul the body, 


"The P anity of Dive's bis deſert. : 


telling them, they are as full of joy as they can hoſd:, that the 
deliectobe diſſolved and to be with Chriſt 3 or from the bets: wy 


again, ordefire tolive, though it wis butthe life of a toad, ra- 


pentance-unto liſe ?cro.a repentance neverio be repented of ? 
7. Come we to our ſelves, and as a Reverend and learned -Ay. 
thor obſerves; we, divcrſ: of ns, have been in 'our own appre- 


world before our cycs, as itwere,' and God hath ſaid to vs ar} 
ſucha time by his providence, return, return,thou ſhalt not dye, 
snd.then ourgood purpoſes and reſolutions, of dying to our for- 
mer ns, die preſently, and we mend into, and live unto ovy old 
{fins again + And how then ſhovld another mans coming from the 
dead make us repent, when we our ſelves have come, as it were 
from the dead, and have not repented ? 

Are theſe things ſo ? let's learn then to attend to «Heoſes aud 


likely and effectuall means to bring ſinners to repentance, then if 
one came unto themfrom the dead ;and that now we are not to 
expect Meſſengers or preachers to be ſent unto us from the dead, 
nor any ſignes, - wonders, or Miracles to be wrought, to bring cx 
perſwade us to repent; or towarn vs to fly from the wrath «to 
come, Let none be found amongſt you that asketh counſel of the 
dead, 'for all that do ſuch things are an «bomiation to the Lord, 
Deuter. 1811. Totbe law, and to the teſtimony; if they ſpeak, ol 


according to this Rule, it is becauſe there 1 10 light in them ': men 
-myejt not [eck.or askcounſel for the living of the dead, ſa. 8 19.20} 
When Kiog Saul in his diltrefſe, went to the witch of Ender to 
raife up' Semnel from the dead', toenquireof him ; the devil ap- 


enquiry: and ſhould we deſire and have an apparition from the 
dead ,- how ſhould we be aſſuredthit it was not acheat put upon} 
'us by the devil? and that it was not the'devil appeared to' vs ifi 


time, 'and movethem, or elſe make to themſelves aerial bodies, 


We-reade,that Satan can transforimhiniſclf into an-Angel of _y 


 awhat wedid not fee.” 
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i fo', then farefy into the likrnelſe of 2 dead mah, yea bf a dead 


ſaint. Re 
Again, wemiphr probably be more affrighted then edified , by 
fach an apparition; and when the fright was over, 'we might 
queſtion', whether there was any ſuch thing or no : whether ir 
was not a dreamt of our own brain ,-or a cheat of trick put” upon 
ns, by others, 'or whether there was not forme mitt caſt before our 
eyes, and ſomejuggleor trick uſed to make us think we ſaw 
Further, the holy Scriptures teach vs, that God bath magmfied 
bis word above all bs name, above his creatures and the works of 
his creation; above his providences, ordinary and extraordinary ; 


| in plaincnglifh, above miracles, fignes and wonders : Here in 


this parable we are tavghtrather to attend to the holy Scriptures 
then to one that ſhould cometo us fromthe dead. Inthe firſt Chap- 
xer of the 2d Epilt. of Peter, 17, 18, 19. verſes, the holy Apoſtle 
teaches vs, uo atrexd unts the word of propheſy, as more ſure, then. 


* a voice fromheaven, from the excetlem glory, when our bleſſed 


Saviour wastrensfigured , npon the holy mount, and had confe- 
rence with eMoſerfrom the'dead;' and with E1jab from heaven, 
concerning, his :£0dG- or departure out of this world ; and truly 
this's the only intance, in all the Scriptures, of the matter of 
the diſcourfe of any one that aroſe from the dead, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour himſelf exceptcd- if God had ever imended that we ſhould 
be tavghrby men from the dead, 'forely we fhould have had ſome 
JireQtons,-or inſtraGtions- from thoſe whom the prophets, our 


$iviour; ot the holy' Xpoffles raiſed from-the dead, but behold 


Altrnm Sientinm?) not a word to thrs purpoſe. 

+ And this ep filence in this matter, ſpeaks aloud tous, not te 
Make enquiry of the dead, -either whar we are todo in-this, or to 
exp* in the other world, Tiltif addo one teſtimony more in this 
matter, andÞthar is bf St Paul; Gatath.1. 8,'g. where he ſaith, that: 
#f we or any Angel from heaven prear ay orher Goſpel unto you, then 
that which we have-preached anro-yor, let him be accuſed: where he 
prefers the DoAtineof the Gofp f'of 'Cbrilt, preached by him, 
and which was takeq out of, ad vroved by Afoſes and the pro- 
pers; beforc the reſtimony off an” Angel from heaven, And 
af fo-, then Tirely'3't:o Teſtimoty of eHofes and the Pro- 
Phets,1s:morets be*attendet unto; 'then that -of one that ſhould 
wiſc from-the dead : And'hcre we may appeal to our own. —_— 
an 
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.and to the reaſon of other men, and fay, Whether it be moreres-. 
ſonable to believe God or man judge ye ? God, The living God, 
ſpeaking to us in his holy word by « 2/ofes and the prophets, or 


toa man, ſuppoſe it was Lezarw from the dead ? Before God 


give his people his minde and will in writing , he taught them by 


dreams and viſions of the night, by the miniſtry of Angels, by } 
ſignesand wonders, but now he hath revealed his whole counſel, þ 
neceſſary to our ſalvation and commyred itto writing ; now that 
ated up the Canon of the Old Teſtarnent-by Ezra, and- 

. of the New by St Fobn's Revelation ; and now that he hath ratifyed | 


he hath 


the tfuth of both, by his broad ſeal of miracles, let not the Churck 
nor any particular perſon look after one from the dead, or for 


ſipnes , wonders and miracles. His holy word teacheth/ us, that | 


now God commandeth everpman, every '#here to repent, becauſe 
he hath appointed a day ro prdge the world in right couſnefie by Feſus 
Chriſt, whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath given ſufficient 
proof, orevidencetoall men, in that he raiſed bim from the dead, 
Ads, 17. 30, 31:1 confefle.it hath been the guiſe and faſhion of the. 


world to look after, and long for Miracles. Shew ws-@ figne, and 


what ſigne ſheweſt thou? ſaid the Jews to Chrilt : notwithitanding 
all the wonders and miracles that he had wrought amongit them, 
yea, the devil himſclf, tempted our bleſſed Saviour in the wil- 
cernefſe to ſhew a ſigne, ro work a miracle, sf thou be the Son of 
' God command that theſe. ftones be mage bread. But our Lord and 
Saviour would not gratific the devils curioſity, .nor work a won- 
der at his beck or deſire; be would not.caſt ſuch a,pearl beſore 
ſuch a ſwine ; beſidey., had our. Saviour wrought that miracle in 
that place, and at that time, the devil might have denyed it , or 
if not, our Saviours enemies poſſibly might have been tempted by” 
the devil to blaſpheme, as ſome times they did afterwards, and to- 
ſay, he had done it by the power of the devil. | 
Weare apt to think , that if one came from the dead, or that 
we ſaw ſignes and wonders,then we ſhould believe;then we ſhould 
repent ; but alas ſalas {how often hath God ſhewed ſignes, and 
wrought wondets for nations and perſons, and yet they have re- 
mained impenitent and difobedient., 


_ Phargob, and the tian had, many . ſignes and wonders | 


wrought before their.cyes; and yet their fooliſh hearts were bar- 
dened ; yea, ſuch madneſſe was in their hearts, that they purſu- 
&d 1ſracl into the Kea.ſea , and were drowned in the ſea. The Ye 
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raelites for whoſe ſake God wrought ſuch wonders in_Egypt and 


L, 3 . in the :Ked-ſea, and whom God led and fed by x Miracle in the 
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Wilaernefſe with Angels food, . bread from heaven, -and with 
water out of the rock: fourty years, yet they -murmured, and 
tempted God, and many a time rebelled they againſt his word-; 
ſ» that ſix hundred thouſand of them, their carcaſes fell in the wil- 
derneſſe, and they could notenter into the Land of Canaan, be- 


' cauſe of unbel ef - Well, come we to-their children whom God 


Miraculouſly preſerved ; brought 'into.and ſettled jn.the'gcod 
Jand of Cansan ;\ and we ſhall finde , that+they or their children, 
ſoon forget God their Saviour z whereas God, the Lord of hoſts, 
did ſeveral times fight for 1ſrael with his hoſts ; his Angels: ; his 
ſtars, his clouds, againſt their enemies 3 yet ever and anon we 
finde them even fighting againſt Gad : wheu our Saviour Chritt 
came into-the world, entred upon his publique Miniftry. and ot- 
fice of Mediatour, . he manifeſted forth his glory. many ways; in 
ſundry miracles wrought by him, in the ſight of the Jews, and 
were they kindly and ſavingly wrought upon ?. were they. war- 
ned ? were they perſwaded ? did they, :the bady of them, all.re- 
pent? do we not rather finde, that-when-ourS8aviour +raifed 
Lazarus ſrom the dead;. and. by reafon thereof many: believed 


. on him, that therefore their chicf prieſts an Rulers, the phariſees, - 


ſought to kill Chriſt , and Lazar both ? yea, when they had 
crucified the Lord of glory, and he aroſe from the dead, the third 
day, the greateſt Miracle, 'that:everthe ſun ſaw, did they there- 
upon believe and repent ?: no, no, they ſeek tohide this miracle, 
and they give money tothe ſouldiers to fay, his:difciptes came by 
night and ſtole him away, Of old, Balaam was ſtopped by an 
Angel from heaven, arid-God opened the mouth of his Afs, To that 


he ſpake with mans voyce, and reproved the madneſſe of the pro- 


phet, yet Ba/aam was not converted King Feroboams. hand: was 
withered , and reſtored, by a miracle, and.yet he continued his 


falſe worſhip at Das and Bethel, and would not ſuffer the peo- 


ple to worſhipat Ferwſalem. King Abb ſaw that great wonder, 


. fire came from beaven to conſume the ſacrifice , at the prayers of 

_Elijab; and yet for ought we know, was never ſavingly wrought 

Upon: Yea, that which is a wonder tethink of it, good men who 
- have'ſcen wonders and miracles ;-have nat! been ſo good is 


ſhould be. but after thoſe _rhings have for'a'itine torned-afide, 
ike a broken bow. Good Kifig Heztksdb, i that was cured' of the 
2 plague, 


0bj. 


A 


The. anity of DivEl's bu defire. 
plague, b 

Featence ol death inhimſeclf ,- yet hisheart was lifted up, and: he 
&idnotrender unto the:Lordanſwerable to what he had received, 
Tonabthe prophet wis miraculouflypreferved-in the belly: of the 
whale, three days and three\nights, and 'yet afterwerds was fo 


cevith and paſbonate-as totel|:God to his face, that he did well tro © 


e angry ever unodeath. Go we higher, Noah was ſaved by Mi- 
racte inan Ark; [\without.fayls, Rudders, Anchors or Pilot, when 
the world wasdrowned:, and yet was overtaken ſoon after, with 
drunkennefle; :Zog was faved miraculouſly from fire., when So- 
dom ard Gomarrab and Me other Cities were burned, and yet it 
was not long, befare he became guilty of drunkenneſſe and in- 
celt; By thefe inſtances national and perſonal, we may conclude, 
that'fignes wonders and miracles are not” always, fuch certain, 
powerfuJ; and effetual means, to bring ſinners torepentance, or 
to make bad memgeod, 'or good men better, as 'men are apt to 


imagine. . | 
-FBut what ſhalt: we ſay then to that of our Saviour, Aarrh. 


23.' 21. 23. Wore thee Qorazin, wo unto thee Bethſaida, for if rhe 


mighty werks which were dontin' you bad beet done in Tyre and Zi 
Ronthey wauldibgverepentedilong ago ih fackctarb and afbes ? 

. - Grams will. beers theſe things to be ſaid by our-' Saviour not 
(@woIbuiſincs but, xofſer 70 mibavor , thatis to fay, it is reafonable 
to think, . that thoſe miracles would:have been fufficient, to pro- 
duce ſuch effeQs: ,: even: repentance ., and that in fackc}oth 
andaſhes,” a>Fonahs.preaghing did among the Ninevires - again, 
altbougtemigaclesmight prohably'have been” efficatious to-'bring 
gemile finncrs ta repentance ;. yet the Jews were ſo-perverſe, ob- 
-ttinate, and rebellious, they had 2/es and the: Prophets, and 
thercii ſufficient motives 10. repentance, ( namely: Gods com- 
-unands., his promiſcs,; and threatnings; :even heaven. and hell ſet 
ddeforcethem, and thoſe things ratifyed formerly by miracles ) ſo 
-that if they wouldnot be-wrought upon by all' this; it 'weuld! be. 
.n vairta fend unto thera a meſſenger, or preacher from the dead: - 


imirachtes +(-faith: the Apoſtle ) are for them that believe- nor, 
_ :andnot for them that befieve; when'there is no propheſy, there 
canracles probably may prevail, but cthoſewitthin the Church-who- 
vhave hadbarofes andthe prophets>and propheſyconfirmediby mi- 
. thileslong ! ago, if they believe: nor ,-if they” repent not, they 
-thanſtlvesarc-to:be loviecd.upor av- prodigics. and wonders Nio- 


+ 


L 


'direQion of the Prophet, after he had received the - 
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Thi Fanjty oft Dives his deſire; © ” " 
far are they from reaſopably-expeRinþ''#f-miricles , to turn\and 
convert them: If. Afoſes and the! prophets: Bu! not? of credit with 
Dzves his. brethren ;-being Jews;' to perſwade:them-to amend 
and repent,. neithercould one , -andthat' one! Bazar, if he went 
unto them fromithe dead; 5 -- TY SITTLETEETTSTIIE 
The:Uſes or\inferences from the premiſes maybe cither for di- 
recionor information of oor ſebvey; or fer confuration\ of '6tHers, 
thatiare nm: errour, and-forexhertation. + 00S Rt»; 
- 1, Uſe; Hence we:may be infortned,: that if we mvſt-attend 1. V/c.- 
to Afoſes and theprophets, and that thoſe believed- and obeyed, 
are means ſufficient to. bring/us to repentance and ſalvation , that 
then by thoſe , as the wiſe men by aStary, we'meay* be directed 
unto Chriſt : our bleffed-Saviour;teſtified:aswuth, Fobn:5.46245. 
Had ye believed Moſes, ye wont# beotbelizved mie, for-he-wrote- of 
me; but if ye belseve nothis writings, bow' ſhall ye'belseve my'wards ? 
Moſes wrote of Chrift, Gem.'3. 15, Namely, that. the: ſeed of rhe 
woman ſbonld break tbe ſerpent s bead'; and Denut,-18; 15.18. the Lerd 
thy Ged willraife up unte tbee'x prophet from the midſt of thor; of thy 
bretbren like unto me, unto bim' ye ſhalt hearken;| This was fo well 
known, that Philip finding Nathanaet, faith unt6 hin;,as we reade, 
Fohn, 1. 45. We baye found bim\, of whom Moſes+ in" the” law,” and 
the Prophets did write, Feſnsof NaTareth; the ſox of Foſeph : *As 
for the'prophets, they forerold him, as the Branch of the Lord, 


Mai 4.2: 35 the prince of peace 3, 10 I[eiev,, chap. 9.6: 83 the deſire 
' ef all yatiths,” Hag pai. Chapi 2.7. / As 'WHeſſiabthe prince, ſo Dans- 


el, Chap. g. 25. as the ſun of righteouſneſie with healing in his wings, 
ſo Afxl«cbi Chap.4.ver.the 2d : the: two Teltaments are joynt 
witneſſes .of one 'und the ſame great truth ; namely, that Jefus 
isthe Chr}, the Heffiah, the Saviour that was ro come intothe 
world,” ./ S 4 - At a5 al £ =S 
Uſe; hencevemay: learn tomake the-written word of God; » q) ſe. 


(a8 Davidl:did') a light unto onr feet, and a-lantborn to our paths \, Of Tuform, 


and nottoleave Moſes and the Prophets', pretending to'fallow 
the light within us, as ſome do ;;the light within-us, out own rea- 
fon; that's a dim-and imperfect light, withont revelation ; by 
this4ight,- we {bould'never- have difovered the mylterres' of the 
holy Trinity, the Myſtery of-the two natures ini Qh?Ht; nor; ove 
ſalvation by Faithin him: bythis'we- could not have diſcovered 
all fins, nor have known all neceſſary truths; nor have beencon- 
vinced of all duties: yeag it oc... 
S554 F 2 oly 
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Sa | aca you ,:(:ſaith our Saviour) 


abs pregme at ſoveraign Logd, judge: y 
Y ee hence we wm rn y, and follow the direQions 


praQtices.yea,our pexſons ſhal bbezuſtified.and by this word they 
1,be condemned: .htaven.and cartb ſhall paſſe away ( faith Ro 
Saviour ) but.net aniors or-tittle of rhe law ſhall periſh. 


| Gefen, 


wrong unonhhem, for, 
1. Qur blcſled Saviour foretold, Math. 24 24s ahar: wed 
ſhould ariſe Finn ſuch great wonders in\imitation-of; himſelf , char 


\0 \ fines end. lying wonders: \-So that Antichriſt, dors (pretend- 10 no> 


—_ to confirm _R—_ 10. Hojes and the pro- 


the 


ſanded Frophc IG gof ad | 
; Din; of our own 

zag thoſc-are,- they:ſay; 
ws _ 0n-wrpabigrotm way into. boggs = | 


elders: And :the holy om Pan 


© a > q0fa me. 


contrary | 

tothe name of leſus of  retb grab ebing fete Tenſe, 

NT; laws: eAfts 26,0432; Tis true; that we are-to follow the. ' gui- 7 
dance oſour conſciences.,. butour coaſciencesare to beijnlightned | 

and guided by the direRions of, God:in his word : Our conſcien- | 


| | ce5 876 but. Gods depu -20d-Licutenants;, 'and whether it be fit © 
(ron or Depuy racer te to obey the will of * 


We may | 
of hob Scriptures ofthe old and: Now Teſtament, rather then ® 
pretend, to; impulſes,. providences, viſions and Revelations for | 
wha F860 1/0chelew to yon: _— ,our opinions, and | 


3. Uſe of 53+ Uſe, : Hence learn not to be ſeduced or not to be drawn away z 
frompbe truc Proteſtant Religion! founded upon, the doctrine of | 
"narbe: Prophets, (1.8. the: holy.Scriptures- tathe- Ro: 
igin;, upon-pretence. of Miracles , whic thay. ſay: ars ; 


they ſhenldderyin ; if ore poſitle yah erp ale, he-Bt, Pans | 
tells us inhis 2d Epittle to the Theſſalonians he 2d Chap. verſe the. 


12 han tale frdane Sidariefenoyr ith el wer 
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thing but: Jour our-Saviour Chriſt and his Apoltle: oretold,.., |. | 
2+ [The pretended /Miracles ofthe Church of Rome are, wrought - 


i PF” a _ ao 


phets,. ter mgothe haly; Scriptures, and they being already: ratifi- ; 
eg byman yand great Mirac Miracles, true. ex; ts certam; that } 
theſe proces a miracles brought ma a ye. 4 are: delpſiqns ; 


wo. we The Ancien fathers and ſome of the moſt learned men.of | : 


p_—_ we aw oy< & on 


ri 
ns "—_ @* 


: | The Vanityof Dives bitaeſire. ' © 
the Church of Rome of latter fimes, deny: the continuance of the 
' power of Miracles invthe'Church after that the Chriſtian Religion . 
had been ſo generally received, believed and/ embraced in the 
world : for this the Reverend Dr Strilingfieet in a late piece againtt 
the Papiſts, quoted St. Chryſoſtome, St. Auſtin, Toftatus upon Le- 
viticns, chap.9.9.14. Stella 'upon Luke, Chap.11 v.2g. and Eraſmic 
upon the firit Epiſtle to the Corinthians the 13, Chap; and 13 verſe. 
: 4. If the power of Miracles ſhould be continued 1n+the Church, . 
# moſt probably it would be exerted for the' converſion of infidels;, . 
| $ and conſequently the gift of languages ſhould be. given to then), 
# now a days who are ſent to preach to the [nd5ans,or other beathens; 
but we have noſufficient or credible witneſſe, or teſtimony,:chat 
thoſe preachers of late times, or for many. years have had or: ever 
have been endued with the giſt ofJanguages. -- [$3.8 23 
Again, doth Abraham in heaven direCt, to Moſer and the pro- 2. 76; of * 
phets as above-ſaid; then this. may ſerve to confute the Doctrine {onfurar. 
and practice of the Ghurch of Rowe, their Doctrine in exalting the Couku.1,,06- 
teſtimony of the preſent Church above the Authority of- the hajy the dodrin of, 
Scriptures, the judge and touch-ſtone.of the Church. Our. Savi. the Papilts., 
our ſaid to the Jews; you bave-one that aecuſetb you , even Moſes 
in whom ye truſt, Fobn..5. 45. tis dbſervable; that Abrabam takes 
no noticc of any infallible jadge or interpreter of Hoſes and the 
Prophets :-In thisthe Papiſts; out-wit the-ſcribes and Phariſees, 
when they diſputed with Chri?, yea, they out-do and go beyond ; 
the devil himſelf jj that old+ſubtil ſerpent, when-he' tempted? our-- - 
Saviour : for when our Saviour quoted Scripture," neither the 
pharifees, nor the devil, ever thought of replying : 1; but who : 
muſt interpret the Scripture ? 'who muſt be judge ? it belongs 
not to thee toreadethem,: much lefſe ro interpret Scripture j this . 
belongsto the Jewiſh Church; who isthe only ſupream judge of 
"Scriptures and of .controverfies. © - c107-., Panaro pee > S5 4 
Again, henee, we may ſee, that the Papiſtserre in- withholding Confut.2.Q# _* 
the Scriptures from the Laity : what an unteaſonable and unrigh- Des, _ 
teous thing is.it; that Gods children muſt not -be permitted: to ; 
reade their fathers will, without the:licefice of man firſt” had and 
$ obtained for their! ſo' doing ?- Abrabam: faith, rhey-bave-Mocs » 
. and the Prophets let them bear then.” | | AVEYSRVARS, yo 9b 
3: Hence then we may be exhorted greatly to prize .a=&'valye , 7/2, Of þ 
"the _ the Bible, as the book of books, as 2 cabiner-of Exhortat. 5 
moſt rich and'precidus jewels, as a fountain of wacer-- of life, - Exbort.1,, 
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"The anity of Dives bu deſire. | 
'a fiary pullarto deed us throughthis wilderneſſe to Canes. . 
2. :Andlet us Meſſe and preite God for his word ; bow highly 
did David cliecm the holy Scriptures. ? bqw doth he. megnific 
them ?\ and: yet he had-but a third part of what we have now : and 
+ Moſes applauded the'Je ws happineſſe, when he had finiſhed 
his Pentarexch, if he acconmted thelaw,s'as the inheritance. of the 
congregation of {fr acl zand av (ris inthe Palme barb wir denle o 
with any Nation, netherbath the bent betethi'kenowledge of: his law ; 
how ſhould we'prize,: and praiſe and bleſſe God for the! law: and 
Go'pel:, theiwholc/Canon of the Old and New Teſtament - 'and 
let's know this, that our belt way of prailing-God for the Scrip- 
_ tures, will be to.reade, ſtudy, meditate on them, but above ll 
t0conform our hearts, lips, lives,, to the rules/and precepts con- 
tained in them; doubrlelſe obedience to the law is the-beit way to 
henour both the law-giver, and-the law... - nin: 
To draw towards a concluſion ; From the text and context, theb 
parable of Dives and LaJarns, we may learn many uſeful and 
gyofitable leſſons ſuch as theſe. LO 108 FI GT | 
-* 4% Ehat rich men muſt-give an,account how'they have laid: out 
theirricbes:. rich men are (tewards, and it is requiſite in ſtewards, 
that they-be found fairhful ; they muſt not lay out their Lords ma- 
ney upon themſelves, their own- backs, and bellyes ; and let 
the-poor; ſuch as Lazarus,. their fellow-creatures , and fellow- 
ſervants, and their own brethren to ſtarve at' their gates, manu; 
_ panperis theſaurus Chriſti. And rich menmuſt caſt jnto-Chriſts tres 
ſury of-their abundance. % £2 210 y 
12. Fhatrichmenmuſt be careful, not oply net'to hurt the poc 
but torelieve them : they muſt not be Dives's, to do good tc 
themſclves only, but like the' good Samaritan, do good unto 
them thatare.in neceſſity / and. im, extremities, Dives is. blamgd 
and condemned , not for taking away from-the-poor, , by oppref- 
{ow or injuſtice 3; butfor.not communicating to- poor Lazarus in 
hisneceſlty ,/ in his extremity. -. 
{2 3» That men-may ſin in the miſuſe of lawful things, of outward 
comforts; and: enjoyments /;. purple, fine lynnen,, delicate fare; 
Muſick, . wereal lawful.to be uſed, bug Dives.d1d not} uſe ;theg 
| lavcully, Inhicitis perimus omnes.: we, mult notuſce.our lawful. cq- 


WO .AX x7 AoyMings., unſeaſonably nor excelhively, nor make every day 1 
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_ Head-day. . Wemmudnot forget the afflitions of Foſephin the pri- 
ſon, nox themiſerics and necelfities of Lazarus at FO 4 ; 
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The Vanity of Dives hie-defive. 


fief 4:-Thbat good men may have evil things:in this: fife;. and* evil 
df men good things : Dives had his good things /here, - and Zazares 
df his evilthings : 1 know bis is « hard ſaying; who centbexr it ? This 
he# is it that hath croubled heathen philoſophers ; Jewiſh Rabbies, 
| and the Doctors of the Chriſtian Church, yea, [that it was malis 
# bene and bonis male, hath been a trouble to ſome of the belt men in 
# the Scriptures , 19 Fob, to Feremy, to David, to Habakhsk ; but - 
{8 let's not judge of Gods works till he hath finiſhed them ; wait but 
p-f a while and thou ſhalt ſee a Dives in hell, and a ZaYarns in Abra- 
hams boſome, and then God will be cleared and;juſtified , and- all 
8 the world will become ſilent before God. 
5. That fome men are more kinde to their dogs then to the 
{| poor; ſome there are who take the childrens bread, and give ix 
tothe dogs, but grudge to give the dogs portionts the children - 
1d to ſuch 1 ſhould commend the Example of Amidex; Duke of Sa- ' 
voy, fometimes choſen Pope, but too good a man for ſo bad an.: 
it office » who ſhewed a hall full of poor people fed by him daily, * 
when it was expected, he ſhauld have ſhewed his hounds,and ſaid; 
4 rhefe are the hounds, wherewith I hunt, after the Kingdom of” 
tf Heaven. 
| 6. That Lazxrus received more kindnefſe from Dives kis dogs;? 
# then from himfelf - Hameniores ( ſaith one )fuerunt canes bomins- 
# bus: The dogs were more hoſpitable then the miſter or his ſer-= 
$ vants: and yet( ſaith one) (ans eft latrare, peregrinos mordere,/ 
abipere Hoſpites, "tis the property of dogs to bark at, to bite 
# ſtrangers, and to drive them away ; not'tofawn on gueſts that are 
# ſtrangers. | 
xd 5. Tha like maſter, like fervants; no man gave unto him ; the 
$ maſter would not give him a bit from his table, and the ſervants 
would none of them-give him as crumb that fell-from the table, _ 
8. That even Dives in hell ſeems to have moce Charity and 
kindneſs to his brethren, eſpecialiy to their ſouls, then'many men 
on earth and in the boſome of the Church ; he would: have uſed 
means to ſave his brethrens ſouls, 'and now many, do what they 
can, 'in'a manner, to damn their own and their brethrens fouls 
alſo, | 
9. That there are rewards and puniſhments after this life; 
there's a future E'tate of happineſsor miſery, for rich ad! poor 
there's att « £brabams boſome for ſowe, andhell:tormtents-for'o- 
thers;thofe'that have done good and ſuffered ade: 
: e 
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.good things here, they ſhall be tormented. 


The F anityof Dives bis deſire. | 


% 


becomforted, -and thoſe who have done evil things, and enjoyed: 


40.” That ſome of the Children oof eAbrabam finde no place in 
the boſome of Abrabam : Dives cal'd Abrabam father, and Abra: 
ham cal'd.Dives ſon, but yet Dzves had his place and portion in; 
hell. a 

11. That rich men muſt expeQ-mercy in the other werld acccr- 
ding as they have ſhewed mercy to the poor in this : he that giveth 
tothe poor lendeth unto the Lord , and the Lord will repay him hy 
own again with uſary : Giving to the poor isbut ſowing ot ſeed,and 
in due time they that ſow plentifally ſhall reap plemtifully, ſhall I fayy 
thirty or fixty, yea, I dare ſay an hundred-fold, even in the world 
to come life everlaſting, _ 

12. Thatthe way to eſcape hell, and attain heaven, is to hear- 
ken to, to obey the holy Scriptures : theſe are they that ſhew untg 
us the way of ſalvation, the only way of peace and reconciliation 
with God, and remiſhon of ſins, namely, repentance towards 


'God, and faithin our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe, theſe are they}: 


that are 4s 4 voice bebinde+4, or within us, ſaying, this 4 the way 
walk.tz zt, when that which is holy, juſt and good, is propoſed te 
us: But when we are tempted unto evil, theſe are unto us as theff 
Angel to St. Febn, ſaying, ſee thou do it not ; Let us not in the leaf 
queſtion the divine authority of the holy Scriptures, cither of the 
Old or New teſtament ; both are confirmed by the exerting of ſu: 
rnatural power in miracles, and of ſupernatural wiſdom and 
| np ap prNe in fulfilling of propheſies: and foraſmuch as Abrabay 


in heaven ſends us to Moſes end the Prophets, and even Chriſt himy . 


ſelf a greater then Abraham appeals to Scripture, proves by Scti- 


pture, (though he received the ſpirit without meaſure, ) and ref 
ſolves as it were his own authority into the divine authority of the 


O1d Teſtament. | 

13. And again, that if one of the Tetaments be true, neither of 
them can be falſe; let's know and believe all that is written 
in the. Law of Moſes, and in the Prophers, and in the Pſal: 
concerning Chriſt; and all that.is written in the Goſpel in the A 
inthe Ep:/tles and the Revelation concerning Chriſt, and Chriiti 
ans., ougr-Saviour, or our ſelves; and let's not only hear the Scrif 
Ptures buy do them, ſo that we may be bleſſed in the decd; And 
when we hear any new or-ſtrange doCtrines , let's be noble, liks 
the Bereans, and ſcarch the Scriptures to ſee, Whether things be 


ODOR ag no www oa 


'b 


 -- The Vanityof Dives his deſire, | 
or no as theſe mcn teach, 'Let's try opinions ; doCrincs and acti- 

$ ons; our own and others , by this touchitone : Let's weigh them 

MI imthis ballance of the ſanctuary, and accordingly judge them, And + 
"$ that | may ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, both asto the text and the oc- 

VF} caſion, and that ſome good account may be given of this days con- 
courſe, let's all of us labour to ſhew forth our faith by out works, 
and ag'we hold, that our faith juſtifies our perſons before God ; 

ſo let our good works juſtifie our faith befcre-men - They are like 

"4 the hand on the dial ofa Clock; which. ſhews how it goes, al- 
though it doth not caule it to move. Lets feed the Hungry, Clothe 
the Naked, make our ſelves fricnds of the mammon. of uncighte- 
ouſneſſe.: that when we fail , we may be received into everlaſting 
'babitations. Let's be confident that our cruiſe. of Qyl, ſhall E) 
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fail ſo long as weÞour ifout in theſe empty veſlels; and that 
-on penny laid out upon. Gods poor, ypon Chrilts brethren, will 
ef zedound more to our accovnt at the great day, then,many thap- 
Tands laid up in our Cofters ,,,or laid opt upon Our -vain Lia 
and pleaſures ;and ſhould the Lady of this Manoyr ariſe fromthe \ 
dead, this day, I darc fay, ſhe could teſtifie, that the widows 
| mite, ſo(as I take it?) ſhecalled the donation and benefaction we 
zi} now commemorate, was of more avail and advantage to her then 
Ml - laid -up in-her treaſury; ; ave 
opportunity, let 1 do good unto all men, eſpeciallyto them who are 
aiÞ of the houſhold of Faith, to the bretheren of Chriſt : and whatſocver 
at good we finde in our hearts to do , let's do it with all our might, for 
14 here is no wiſedome nor coupſel in the grave, whithgr pve. are gozrg. 
4 Let'sbeg of Gad, that we uy not have our good thi unthis 
life, and ourevilin the ofther', [that we, may nat be like Df | 
4 the number of thofe worldlin } 


[} 


"of 

who havetheir pottign ] Hite, f 

$- as the Pſalmilt ſpeaks, Or ones © fools' who (A GEM 'them-7 

off ſelves treaſures on earth and are not rich towards God. 

 Andlect's manifeſt that our treaſures are in heaven, becauſe there 

x} are our hearts alſo : let's ſet our affeions on things above, and not 

;} ox things os the earth, po mire, vr has made the-carth-to-ſer 

i4 our feet upon , not to ſer our hearts upon - letusnot be like blinde 

i4 Moles, ever rooting, digging in the Earth, living here, as in our 

x proper Element : for when a few years, perhaps weeks or days 

«& are gone anddeath come, pu (bgji be opencd, as the Na. : 

> turaliſts ſay, the eyes ef Mates fre When they come to die ; / 

oy and then weſhall ſceclearly , that we have labovred in vain; # | 
G Vatn * 


The Panty of Dives his deſixe, _ 
vain have we riſen early, goneto bed late, eaten the bread of'c 
fulncfſe, for Riches Miſer-like hoarded up, or Epicbre-like | 
out upon our ſelves, profit not in the day of death. * 

Toconclude all, ler's not ſuffer any poor ZaJarw to, ſtarve; 
our gates, for want of crumbs ; and let none of us, that arg 
niſters, ſuffer any poor ſoul for whom Chriſt died , to ſtarve; 
the gates of the Temple for want of our breaking to them the br 
of life - we are all by our profeſſion children of efbrahem : nm 
then let us do the work of eFbrabam: let's walk in the ſteps 
«Abraban ; let's be rich in faith, full of ſelf-denyal, full of gg 
works, chariry, Hotpaality 3 let's go out, and invite ſtrang 
on occaſion,” as he did, and then he will not be aſhamed to be £ 
ted ovr father, nor unwilling to 'take our foul into his boſon 

' yea, jet's imitate Lazarm, Jet's make-Ged..our- help, our. tri 

' ſohedid; and ſo his name as the name Eleazar ) imports... 

| Tet's patiently bear all the evils that God lays on v& himſelf, 
fuffers man tolay on us inthis world : and then when we die,C 
will ſend his Angels to do the like office for us, which they did 
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Laxarns, evento carry our fouls into «Abrabem; boſome. 


' Errata, , | 


a 


| . 3. line 12. for 2y3 reade AYT.. p.$.1.1. for &yesr. 
+" F p. 20.1.6. for ſuwns I. fumus. p. 25. 1.2. for which t. wh 
F P: 15.1.8. for powrs r, pours. p. 27, 1.3. for thew r. him, P« 
', L 32. foravyr. op. p. 371.22. for ant. and, . <ox0 
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